
SCENIQ’s Elementary
School Field Trip Program

Every person needs a connection to the natural world, especially
young people living in areas prone to wildfires. At Pepperwood,
we strive to nurture this connection through the Students
Conducting Environmental Inquiry (SCENIQ) program, which
Pepperwood launched in the spring of 2012. 

This program connects local students in grades 2 to 5 with
nature through eight hours of immersive learning, including two
four-hour field trips—one in the fall and one in the spring—as
well as a classroom visit from our Environmental Educators.
SCENIQ inspires students to embrace their inner scientists
through hands-on discovery and critical thinking, empowering
them to strengthen their connection to the environment and
become responsible stewards of the Earth.

HGistelli@PepperwoodPreserve.orgCALL HOLLAND GISTELLI 707-590-6311

Each year, SCENIQ allows elementary students
to become scientists, develop discovery skills,
and learn about their local environment.

HANDS-ON LEARNING

DEVELOPMENTAL BENEFITS

ACCESS TO NATURE

SCENIQ was recognized as one of the first environmental
education programs included in Sonoma County's
Upstream Investment Portfolio, supporting equal
opportunities for quality education and poverty alleviation.

COMMUNITY IMPACT

How You Can Help

LEARN MORE

Inspiring tomorrow's environmental
stewards through hands-on exploration

This work needs your support
Your generous support can help us continue to provide
these transformative experiences for our youth, instilling in
them a sense of responsibility and connection to their
environment. Together, we can foster a generation that is
not only knowledgeable about science but also passionate
about conservation and stewardship.

SCENIQ provides engaging adventures in nature, using
observation-based science lessons to foster conservation
attitudes and behaviors in children.

These bilingual nature experiences utilize the Next
Generation Science Standards, which shift the focus
from fact memorization to experiential learning, making
nature accessible to all learning types.

"Thank you for all you do to engage and encourage students to think
about the world around them."

– Participating SCENIQ Teacher

Students investigate animal bones during a field excursion
for SCENIQ. Photo courtesy of Michelle Halbur.

Spending time outdoors supports children's mental,
physical, emotional, and social development, helping
them develop skills like problem-solving, spatial
awareness, creativity, and focus.

About SCENIQ

"Our third graders love getting in touch with Nature in the SCENIQ
program. Pepperwood inspired me to complete a master’s project on

the power of outdoor education to support children’s well- being,
improve science instruction, and foster environmental awareness."

– Participating SCENIQ Teacher

We provide equitable access to nature
for 900+ students from local elementary
schools.

Our dedicated staff lead 70+ field trips,
for students from 14 local schools.

92% of students served through this
program come from under-resourced
communities, with only rare
opportunities of connecting with nature.

SCENIQ’s Impact
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