
EMPOWERING TEENS THROUGH SCIENCE 

Teens want to be part of the solution to climate change and related 
environmental challenges, but typically lack the experience and tools to 
make a difference. Through TeenNat, teenagers find an opportunity to 
engage with nature and learn from experts about how they can make a 
difference in the world around them. TeenNat is an award-winning 
evidence-based program to prepare teens to take their place among those 
striving to conserve, protect and enhance our natural world.

Our TeenNat five-week summer leadership institute engages youth, ages 
13-18, in building a biodiversity knowledge base, gaining experience in 
hands-on research and field experience, and increasing college and career 
readiness through Pepperwood staff mentorship. More than half of our 
students identify as BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, Person of Color).

Most importantly, TeenNat participants learn how to apply scientific 
inquiry and observation of the natural world to their own interests – 
making science less theoretical and more personal. 

TeenNat: Pepperwood’s Summer 
Institute for Teens 

Inspiring conservation through science

TEENNAT’S IMPACT/LOCAL, ACCESSIBLE, INCLUSIVE SCIENCE LEARNING IN NATURE

95%              of our TeenNat 
Graduates have pursued STEM 
majors in college

                                        of TeenNat 
Graduates can ID common flora  
and fauna of Sonoma county

100% 95%                 of students say 
they are interested in pursuing 
STEM careers after college

TeenNat was a great way 
for me to find my 
interests in science and 
gave me a glimpse of 
research that I would like 
to pursue in the future”.
Aditya Arora    

(TeenNat 2020 participant)

“

TeenNat participants work with 
Pepperwood staff researchers to 
learn hands-on field skills 



DEVELOPING SKILLS FOR STEM CAREERS

Our summer institute trains students to use field guides to identify 
Sonoma county’s flora and fauna, increases the confidence of participants 
to safely navigate the outdoors using a topographic map and global 
positioning system (GPS), and empowers them to hike and camp safely in 
nature. Our program graduates acquire a basic biological sampling skill set 
required to facilitate entry into a STEM course of study or entry-level field 
position. Pepperwood research staff serve as leaders and mentors to the 
students by providing group and one-on-one support during our 5-week 
Summer Institute and monthly field excursions.

CREATING THE NEXT GENERATION OF CONSERVATIONISTS  

TeenNat provides hands-on skill development with field research 
techniques and tools and wilderness safety training on the 3,200-acre 
Pepperwood Preserve. Students participate in a biodiversity citizen/
community science project and a wildlife tracking initiative, create self-
directed multimedia projects with a final public showing, and work with 
Pepperwood staff researchers to learn hands-on field skills to secure 
entry-level positions at local natural resource agencies. We offer students 
leadership opportunities, ongoing career support, paid work experience, 
and professional networking opportunities through high school, college, 
and beyond, as well as skills training in job searches and interview 
techniques. Pepperwood’s TeenNat program provides organizations and 
agencies seeking trained entry-level researchers and early science 
professionals. We provide a critical pathway for young BIPOC students  
to pursue careers not previously accessible to them.

HOW IT WORKS   

Nature has many stories, especially in an ecologically diverse place like 
Sonoma County. To understand these stories, you need to know how to 
listen, see, hear, touch, and feel the world around you. Our Environmental 
Educators coach ecological literacy by creating space for science-based 
inquiry, observation, hands-on learning, and positive outdoor experiences.

2130 Pepperwood Preserve Road  
Santa Rosa, California 95404  
www.pepperwoodpreserve.org

Pepperwood Preserve sits within the 
traditional homeland of the Wappo people.  
We respect and honor past, present, and future 
generations of Wappo and their continued 
connection to this land.

@PEPPERWOODCA                

@PEPPERWOODCA               

@PEPPERWOODPRESERVECA               

PEPPERWOOD FOUNDATION

Fun, safe, supportive outdoor 
excursions: TeenNat provides 
hands-on skill development with field 
research techniques and tools, and 
wilderness safety training 

Facilitating readiness for STEM 
careers:  Our program graduates 
acquire a basic biological sampling 
skill set required to facilitate entry 
into a STEM course of study or 
entry-level field position. Through 
TeenNat, students gain access to 
leadership opportunities, ongoing 
career support, paid work 
experience, and professional 
networking opportunities through 
high school, college, and beyond, 
as well as skills training in job 
searches and interview 
techniques.

Ongoing mentorship: Upon 
completion of the summer 
institute, participants can elect to 
be part of the TeenNat Leadership 
Program. TeenNat Leaders 
commit to a greater level of 
service by continuing to gather 
biodiversity data, assisting new 
interns, participating in other 
citizen science initiatives, serving 
as volunteers at Pepperwood 
events, and writing about their 
experiences.

WHY TEENNAT?

Access to STEM:  
Students + 

parents in the 
field w/ env. 
educators

Learning: 
Building a 

biodiversity 
knowledge base 

and gaining 
experience in 

hands-on 
research and field 

experience

Connection:  
Inspires 

connection with 
nature 

Ethic of 
Conservation 

Next generation 
of stewards is 

inspired to 
sustain the planet 

that sustains us
The overall goal of TeenNat is to 
prepare teens to take their place 
among those striving to conserve, 
protect and enhance our natural 
world


