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BRING YOURSELF CLOSER TO NATURE
Demonstrate your love for Northern California

SPRING 2019

Pepperwood membership is a great way to show your commitment to
conservation and the environment! Members are the foundation for our work
on behalf of nature, and membership allows you to become part of a dynamic,
environmentally-focused community. Our membership program strives to give
you what you love best—opportunities to learn more about the natural world
and be out in nature.

Local college student revealing post-fire redwood mysteries

Thanks to your support, Pepperwood’s Sentinel Site is rising from the embers,
with many exciting new upgrades! This network of sensors and research plots
tracks watershed health indicators on our 3,200 acre preserve—providing
critical science-based insights that our region’s land and water managers can
use to make more informed decisions about how to care for our natural
resources. From measuring precipitation and stream flow to forest composition
and wildlife abundance, we are creating a wealth of data to track the impacts
of climate change and extreme weather events. By identifying changes as they
occur, we can use our living laboratory to test land management strategies
and best practices that can increase the resilience of wildlands throughout
Sonoma County and beyond.

For most redwoods, wildfire is nothing new. Though the burn-scarred and
hollowed redwoods you see at Pepperwood and Armstrong Woods present
clear evidence that these trees are highly resilient to fire, there has been very
little scientific research on the immediate impacts of wildfire on these beloved
giants and the strategies they employ to recover. Angela Brierly hopes to
change that! A Santa Rosa Junior College (SRJC) student who has recently
returned to the academic world to pursue a degree in ecology, Angela is
leading a post-fire redwood study at Pepperwood as part of her 2019 Barnhart
Herbarium Internship. Named for Pepperwood’s Academic Director emeritus
Stephen Barnhart, this internship provides SRJC students in the natural sciences
a year-long, paid opportunity to conduct research at Pepperwood under the
direction of our science team. Angela is expanding on a project started here in
partnership with Save the Redwoods League, where last summer our TeenNat
interns began measuring burn height, re-sprout, and other indicators to produce
much needed empirical data on impacts of wildfire on redwoods.

We’re deep into the process of outfitting our preserve with some of the latest
sensor and communications technologies, so we can continue working with our
partners to better understand California ecosystems and how we can make them
more resilient in the face of climate change.
- Dr. Tosha Comendant, Conservation Science Manager

New equipment will also help Pepperwood participate in two regional
early warning networks. In partnership with Sonoma Water and Sonoma
State University, we’ve installed two fire watch cameras that will give first
responders panoramic views to better detect fires and deploy resources. We
have also added new sensors to predict flood events. Learn about these and
other exciting upgrades when our research team presents a Discover Nature
lecture on May 2 (more details are on our website).

New blog articles at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org
• Conservation Science Manager Dr. Tosha Comendant on our Sentinel Site
• Conservation Analyst Dr. Morgan Gray on wildlife corridors

My internship at Pepperwood offers an amazing opportunity to contribute to a greater
understanding of the ecology of our majestic redwoods... These research experiences,
beyond being learning experiences in themselves, will be highly advantageous to my
graduate school applications. I am excited to share my findings with the community!
- Angela Brierly, SRJC student and Pepperwood Barnhart Intern

Aided by volunteers, Angela will be trekking out to survey Pepperwood’s
redwood groves over the next year, while she gains critical experience running
a real ecological research project. We are grateful for her dedication!

New blog articles at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org
• SRJC student Angela Brierly on her redwood study at Pepperwood
• Education Specialist Holland Gistelli on the benefits of outdoor time

Exclusive hikes • You’ll be treated to at least one members-only hiking excursion

each quarter to remote and pristine areas of Pepperwood not typically accessible
to the public. Our staff members and stewards will enrich your experience
through their wealth of natural history knowledge.

Behind the scenes • Get in depth with two special events each year, ranging
from updates with our President & CEO to intimate get-togethers with scientists
discussing today’s most important conservation issues.

Discounts and early registration • Pepperwood members receive early
registration on all classes and a discount of at least $5 on those with a fee. As more
and more classes sell out, early registration is becoming more valuable!

Last, but definitely not least • With Pepperwood membership, you become
part of a strong foundation working to secure a thriving natural world.

Already a member? Not a member but want to help the natural world?
Every dollar you donate beyond your membership level will go directly toward
advancing the health of Northern California’s land, water and wildlife. Become a
member or make a donation to support post-fire research by using the enclosed
donation envelope. You can also donate online at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org.

LEGACY GIVING PROGRAM
Make a long-term investment in Northern California’s future by
considering Pepperwood in your estate planning—contact us for details
at (707) 591-9310 or donate@pepperwoodpreserve.org

Need to update your contact info or unsubscribe from this newsletter?
Let us know at outreach@pepperwoodpreserve.org or (707) 591-9310.

Sentinel Site upgrades bolster early warning systems

www.pepperwoodpreserve.org
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GIFT MEMBERSHIP
Do you know someone
who would enjoy being a
Pepperwood member?
Give them the gift of
membership today!

Pepperwood is a leader in forging solutions to advance the
health of Nor thern California’s land, water and wildlife.
Our 3,200 acre preser ve is a living laboratory that engages
nature lovers, volunteers, students, and scientists in applied
conservation. Pepperwood serves as a field site for cutting-edge
conservation science, provides comprehensive environmental
education for adults and youth, and hosts an innovative citizen
science initiative. Learn more at our website:
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2019 MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
$50 Individual (one adult)
$85 Couple (two adults)
$110 Family (two adults + children)
$35 Senior (aged 63+)
$25 Student (valid ID required)

BRINGING SCIENCE TO LIFE

Angela Brierly is studying the Tubbs Fire’s
impact on Pepperwood redwoods

Dwight Center for Conservation Science
2130 Pepperwood Preserve Road
Santa Rosa, California, 95404

Pepperwood’s Ryan Ferrell and Dr. Tosha Comendant with Dr. Claudia Luke
of Sonoma State University (right) at the site of a new fire watch camera

NEWSLETTER

Mama black bear and cub move
through the landscape at Pepperwood
photo by motion-activated camera

FEATURED ARTICLES:

• WILDLIFE CORRIDORS FOR CLIMATE RESILIENCE
• THE CASE FOR MORE TIME OUTDOORS
EVENT LISTING ENCLOSED

Redwood lily (Lilium rubescens)
photo by Michael Gillogly

FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO
Dear Friends,
We have learned from the 2017-18 fire seasons that we are stronger when we
work together. From those of you who have lent your steadfast support since
the beginning, to our most recent additions to the Pepperwood community, we
want you to know how grateful we are for everything you do. While many of our
research and education activities have shifted in the wake of the fires, what remains
unchanged is Pepperwood’s commitment to serving as Northern California’s hub
for community-based conservation science. And, thanks to you, we are reaching
even more milestones as we bring world-class science to tackle local environmental
challenges and to enhance regional decision-making.
From publishing a landmark study on wildlife corridors spanning local, state, and
federal wildlands, to outfitting our 3,200 acre living laboratory with innovative
technologies and early warning systems, we’re taking a lead in making our beloved
landscapes more resilient. Pepperwood is also creating new opportunities for
people of all ages to immerse themselves in nature—and to make important
research contributions in the process.

SHARING THE WONDERS OF NATURE

SCIENCE FOR OPEN SPACES

SPRING 2019 CLASSES & EVENTS

Creating more opportunities for nature immersion

Connecting open spaces for wildlife

Deepen your connection to the natural world!

There are so many reasons why kids need to spend time outside, yet research confirms
a trend in the opposite direction. Time spent in nature benefits children by increasing
coordination, reducing the risk of diseases, and promoting mental health. But despite
the rise of cell phones and tablets over bikes and hiking shoes, there is hope, and
Pepperwood is here to help! Thanks to you, our community has more opportunities
than ever before for youth to engage in outdoor learning. From our elementary
school program through our internships for local college students, your support
creates pathways for youth to stay involved at Pepperwood as they progress through
their education and toward careers. With the inaugural season of Winter TeenNat,
we brought alumni from our popular conservation science internship for high school
students back to Pepperwood over winter break for much needed nature immersion.

Northern California is fortunate to have many wonderful open spaces. These
critical landscapes provide refuge for the hundreds of plant and animal species
that make our region an internationally-recognized biodiversity hotspot. But
our wildlands and agricultural lands are becoming increasingly fragmented, and
that makes our treasured biodiversity more vulnerable to the impacts of climate
change. Connecting open spaces is critical to maintaining the quality of water,
forests, and wildlife in our rapidly changing environment—and that is the precise
goal of Pepperwood’s Mayacamas to Berryessa Landscape Connectivity Network
(M2B). We are excited to have completed the first phase of this project, which
identified and evaluated corridors in the two-million-acre landscape spanning from
the Mayacamas Mountains to the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument.
These corridors—continuous swaths of natural and agricultural lands—connect
large open spaces and provide “escape routes” for plants and animals to relocate
once climate change renders their existing locales less habitable.

FEBRUARY
7 | MEMBERS’ EVENT

We are incredibly grateful for the support of our community of teachers, students,
volunteers, funders, participants, and partners as we continue to provide opportunities
to explore the fields of nature immersion and environmental education. Thank you!
This spring, Pepperwood is creating more opportunities for families to spend time
outside together on our preserve. We’re excited to introduce new Family Glamping
Weekends, where we’ll take the leg work out of camping so you can focus on
immersing yourself in nature. These weekends will include special kid- and adult-only
activities, so you can savor moments of relaxation on a hike or on the deck of our
Bechtel House knowing that your kids are having fun with our expert educators.
Learn more on our website, and check out a new blog article by our Education
Specialist Holland Gistelli on what you can do to foster your family’s outdoor time.

photo by Josh Asel

Lisa Micheli, PhD, President & CEO

Using cutting-edge computer models anchored by data collected on the ground,
Pepperwood partnered with local, state, and federal land managersto help
create maps and tools needed to conserve our region’s biodiversity. We will be
expanding this M2B model for a larger corridor project spanning from Monterey
to Mendocino in the years to come.
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Left: M2B project map of the potential wildlife corridor
between Pepperwood Preserve and Modini Mayacamas
Preserves eight miles to the north. Black dots indicate our
wildlife camera arrays in both locations.

9 | Public Hike, 9am-1pm
9 | Fascinating Fungi, w/ George Riner

| SPRING RETREAT
Landscape Painting En Plein Air w/ Marsha Connell
12pm-12pm (next day), $150 ($130)

9am-3pm, $30 ($25)

23 | Historical Ecology, w/ Arthur Dawson

MAY
2 | MEMBERS’ EVENT

& Greg Damron, 9am-3pm, $30 ($25)

11am-1pm, $15 ($10)

Sentinel Site Behind the Scenes, 5:30-6:30pm

Explore the mysteries left behind by
those who lived at Pepperwood in the
decades and centuries past.

128

19 | Conscious Nature Photography

w/ Josh Asel, 8:30am-2:30pm, $40 ($35)

Wildflower Walk
11am-1pm, $15 ($10)

JUNE
1 | Volunteer Workday, 9am-12pm
7 — 9 | Family Glamping Weekend I

Public Hike, 9am-1pm
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Students in our elementary program
engage in nature discovery
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5pm Friday to 12pm Sunday, $300/family ($250)
Bask in the beauty of spring and learn
the names of common wildflowers on
an expert-led Wildflower Walk.

View a full class listing and register today
at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org

128
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All offerings require advance
registration, except for
Discover Nature lectures.

w/ Liam O’Brien, 9am-3pm, $30 ($25)

6|

MEMBERS’ EVENT
Wildflower Walk & Brunch, 11am-2pm

4 | Volunteer Workday, 9am-12pm
4 | Reptile and Amphibian Exploration

Pricing in green reflects
membership discount.

18 | Butterflies of Pepperwood

9am-12pm

19 |

128

Pepperwood’s Sentinel Site
w/ Tosha Comendant & Ryan Ferrell, 7pm

w/ Jeff Alvarez, 9am-3pm, $30 ($25)

Native Wisdom: Lessons from the Land
w/ Clint McKay, 7pm

6 | Volunteer Workday,

Learn how to read the story of the
landscape as you hunt for clues left
by Pepperwood’s wild inhabitants.

2 | DISCOVER NATURE LECTURE

APRIL
4 | DISCOVER NATURE LECTURE

13 |
13 |

!

27 & 28

Wildflower Walk
11am-1pm, $15 ($10)

photo by Sandi Funke

photo by Andrea Laue

- Morgan Gray, PhD, Pepperwood Conservation Analyst

! !

This past year, Pepperwood expanded our impact across the state and beyond,
playing a leadership role in the Golden Gate Biosphere Reserve team of the
international Large Landscape Conservation Peer Network—an in-depth effort
to connect conservation leaders to share successes, challenges, best practices,
and emerging innovations. We are also working with our conservation colleagues
in the southern hemisphere through the Chile-California
Conservation Network and our parallel efforts to protect and
restore our similar mountain, valley, and coastal landscapes.
Thank you for making it all possible!
Sincerely,

By linking together large open spaces, we can provide plants and animals more time
to adapt to the impacts of climate change. This project provides tools to prioritize
conservation lands based on their projected ability to reduce climate impacts.

- Margaret Boeger, Education Director

Animal Tracking and Reading the Signs of a Landscape
w/ Meghan Walla-Murphy & Steven Hammerich
9am-11am (next day), $150 ($130)

State of Pepperwood Address, 6:30-8:30pm

MARCH
2 | Volunteer Workday, 10am-1pm
9 | Public Hike, 9am-1pm
30 | Wildflower Walk

APRIL (continued)
20 & 21 | SPRING RETREAT

14 — 16 | Family Glamping Weekend II

5pm Friday to 12pm Sunday, $300/family ($250

21 |

MEMBERS’ EVENT
Summer Solstice Yoga Hike, 6pm-9pm

Immerse your family in nature
during a weekend full of fun and
enchanting outdoor activities.
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A bobcat moves through a
Pepperwood woodland
photo by motion-activated camera

Pepperwood members receive a discount on all classes!
Learn more at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org
Legacy giving program

Please check our website for the latest information on
classes and updates about Pepperwood programs

