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Dear Friends,

When folks reflect on the “lazy days of summer” they clearly have never experienced 
summer months at Pepperwood—from internships to bold new initiatives, these 
past few months have been a whirlwind!

TeenNat, our science internship for teens, launched its fifth year this summer as 
our environmental educators inspired 23 new interns.  The interns spent five 
weeks exploring Pepperwood ecosystems alongside our researchers, collecting 
biodiversity data for key science initiatives.  Thanks to the diverse conservation 
professionals serving as mentors, science truly came to life for these young people 
who learned about a myriad of career possibilities.   We know they’ll return to their 
classrooms energized and engaged this fall!

The TeenNat experience is made possible by committed donors like you.  If you 
want to empower the next generation of nature stewards, now you have a chance 
to make a huge impact.  Thanks to The Dean Witter Foundation, if you make a 
donation to support TeenNat, your gift will be matched dollar for dollar up to 
$25,000.  I hope you’ll take the time to read more in the following article about this 
matching gift opportunity, and if you’re so inclined, please make a gift—a gift that will 
be doubled!—by mailing in the return envelope provided or donating online today. 

On the conservation science front, we are hard at work moving forward an 
ambitious new initiative to define critical habitat corridors between open spaces in 
the two million acre region spanning from the Mayacamas Mountains all the way 
to the new Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument.  This region represents 
a full 13% of all the wilderness in California!  Protecting and enhancing its habitat 
is critical to California’s overall ecosystem health and to ensuring our plant and 
animal life can adapt to the challenges presented by climate change.  This project 
is made stronger through our synergy and collaboration with the Bureau of Land 
Management, multiple land trusts, public open space and park districts, and many 
other partners who are working together to safeguard these linkages in perpetuity. 

As you read through this newsletter, I hope the impact your support has made 
possible at Pepperwood and throughout Northern California brings you a smile.  

Thank you so much for helping to realize our shared vision of a healthy natural world!

Sincerely,

Lisa Micheli, PhD
President & CEO
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Third grade students from Proctor Terrace Elementary 
explore Pepperwood’s 3,200 acre preserve.
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Preparing youth to be critical thinkers

So much has changed in the past twenty years!  Think about the tremendous 
increase in the sheer amount of information you receive each day.  Consider 
the drastic changes to how you access this information.  The internet has put 
thousands of information sources at our fingertips—in a single online search, your 
results might include newspaper articles, book references, videos, images, and social 
media links.  How can you tell which sources are true and credible?  How can you 
tell what is fake?  Dennis Bartels, former executive director of the Exploratorium 
in San Francisco, writes in a Scientific American article, “A democracy relies on an 
electorate of critical thinkers.   Yet formal education, which is driven by test taking, 
is increasingly failing to require students to ask the kind of questions that lead to 
informed decisions.”

Pepperwood is dedicated to helping youth ask questions and develop critical 
thinking skills necessary for success, not only in Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics (STEM) careers, but as active members of a democratic society 
and consumers of information.  That’s why direct observation and scientific 
discussion are core components of Students Conducting Environmental 
Inquiry (SCENIQ), our environmental education program that serves over 800 
elementary school students each year.  And it’s why we created TeenNat, a life-
altering experience for youth that at its core has teens investigating the world 
around them and using their best observations to develop explanations about 
the natural world. 

TeenNat receives accolades from Sonoma County

Following in the footsteps of SCENIQ,  TeenNat was recently accepted into 
Sonoma County’s Upstream Investments Portfolio.  We’re extremely proud 
of this accomplishment!  The Portfolio is a collection of local evidence-based 
programs proven to help eliminate poverty in Sonoma County and ensure equal 
opportunity for quality education.  In order to qualify, we completed a rigorous 
application and review process to demonstrate a solid basis in research and a 
commitment to program evaluation.



 

TAKING THE PULSE OF OUR LANDSCAPES
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Habitat corridors are key to survival in face of climate change

Few locations in the world are as rich in biodiversity as the two million acre 
landscape spanning from the Mayacamas Mountains to the new Berryessa Snow 
Mountain National Monument located approximately 30 miles northeast of Santa 
Rosa. From badgers and mountain lions, to majestic oak woodlands and dozens of 
plants found nowhere else in the world, the natural abundance found here is only 
matched by the vital ecosystem services it provides to the San Francisco Bay Area 
and beyond—clean air, carbon sequestration, and water filtration to name just a 
few.  But climate change is already creating problems for these incredible landscapes. 
Hotter temperatures and more sporadic rainfall are making it increasingly difficult for 
plants and wildlife to find the resources they need to survive.  Wildfires are increasing 
in frequency and severity, and water sources are becoming more unpredictable. 
With climate changing more rapidly than ever before, it is critically important that 
we figure out how to connect large open spaces that sustain healthy populations of 
plants and animals, so that they can move as conditions demand it.

But what areas are most crucial for our native species to be able to adjust and thrive?  
Where will they find potential refuge as climate shifts?  In partnership with the 
Merenlender Lab at UC Berkeley, Pepperwood is kicking off a region-wide effort to 
identify and protect key corridors within and between these mountain ranges that 
contain some of the closest wildlands to the cities of the Bay Area and Sacramento.  
Funding for the project is provided by the California Landscape Conservation 
Cooperative.  As a result of this groundbreaking partnership, the land trusts, parks 
and open space districts, and state and federal land managers working in Sonoma, 
Napa and Lake counties will have the critical information and tools necessary to 
effectively prioritize their efforts.  By working across agency and county boundaries, 
we can ensure that conservation investments are streamlined,  impactful and cost-
effective.  And that our iconic plant and animal life will survive into the future.



Protecting the Mark West Creek watershed

Water is the lifeblood of our communities. One of Pepperwood’s goals is to 
promote an abundant and clean water supply for local communities so water 
continues to flow through our creeks and out of our faucets.  With recent 
drought creating major challenges to water supply and quality, it is now imperative 
that we take a collaborative, science-based approach to protecting our local 
watersheds.  That’s why Pepperwood is joining forces with the Mark West Creek 
watershed partners including Sonoma Resource Conservation District (RCD), 
Sonoma County Regional Parks, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
and other dedicated organizations and citizens to improve the health of the 
watershed.  This key tributary of the Russian River serves those who rely on the 
Santa Rosa Plain aquifer for their drinking water and provides critical habitat for 
the endangered coho salmon. 

Thanks to your support, Pepperwood is serving as a science advisor and  
stakeholder in this collaboration.  “Pepperwood’s role as a leader in watershed 
science is a huge asset to the RCD’s work,” says Valerie Minton, Executive Director 
of Sonoma RCD.  “Data generated by Pepperwood helps to inform our project 
development and prioritization, and their staff are excellent advisors in terms of 
quantifying conservation outcomes and framing those outcomes in a regional 
context.”  Pepperwood brings to the partnership the expertise we gained from 
crafting our Adaptive Management Plan, a comprehensive, science-based guide 
for managing the habitats of our 3,200 acre preserve.  Collectively, we’ll explore 
ways to protect stream flows, reduce sediment pollution, and restore habitat for 
native salmon—important steps to ensure the resiliency of this vital watershed in 
the face of a changing climate.

Sonoma County Regional Parks looks to Pepperwood to provide the science that 
guides our adaptive management.  In Mark West Creek, we are building a partnership 
to better understand how our management can protect water in the stream.

- Melanie Parker, Natural Resources Manager, Sonoma County Regional Parks
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SUPPORTING SCIENCE CAREERS

TeenNat brings science to life for local youth

Aidan Carpenter was just a sophomore at Piner High School when his curiosity 
about the natural world led him to apply to Pepperwood’s brand new TeenNat 
program in 2013.  After completing the internship later that summer, his curiosity in 
nature had grown into a real passion, and he decided then and there to explore a 
career in the sciences.  “TeenNat is one of the main reasons I chose to study biology,” 
says Aidan.  “Before, I wasn’t sure what science careers looked like, and TeenNat 
provided the insights I needed to take the next step.” 

Your support brings science to life for two dozen high school interns like Aidan 
who participate in TeenNat each year.  Working alongside Pepperwood researchers 
and educators, these interns experience what it is like to conduct real conservation 
research as they learn about career pathways in the sciences.  Thanks to you, we 
now offer expanded ways to keep TeenNat interns connected after they complete 
the program, including two new summer positions which provide overall support 
for TeenNat and more guidance to current interns. 

Now a biology major at UC Davis,  Aidan returned to Pepperwood this July to fill 
one of these positions as a paid TeenNat Assistant.  He was joined by Taylor Papola, 
a graduate of the 2014 TeenNat session.  These two TeenNat alums coached current 
interns in collecting scientific data on Pepperwood’s plant and animal life, and served 
as mentors throughout the program.  Thank you for giving our TeenNat interns the 
opportunity to be immersed in science and nature at this critical juncture in their lives!

Taylor Papola and Aidan Capenter, our 2017  TeenNat Assistants, 
brought science to life as guides and mentors for new interns

photo by Nicole Barden

After the impact that TeenNat had on me, I enjoy sharing the experience 
with new interns. Seeing their faces light up when they see a snake, or 

make a rare observation—that is one of my favorite parts.
- Aidan Carpenter, TeenNat Alum and biology major at UC Davis



Matching grant opportunity for TeenNat 

The Dean Witter Foundation has been supporting Pepperwood since making  a 
$10,000 grant in 2015 for SCENIQ, our program for elementary school students.  
The following year, they gave a critical $15,000 grant to support TeenNat.  This 
month, Dean Witter has announced a new grant for TeenNat—this time for 
$25,000!  One catch: it is a matching grant.  That means we will not receive the 
funds until we have raised an additional $25,000.  With your help, we know we 
can do it!

Just as the Dean Witter Foundation chose to honor TeenNat with this 
extraordinary gift because TeenNat supports its mission of inspiring young 
people to get outdoors and connected to the environment, we know our 
Pepperwood community is passionate about the natural world and understands 
the critical role the next generation will play in protecting it. If you believe, as 
Dean Witter does, in the importance of inspiring youth to play an active role in 
science and conservation, please make a tax-deductible donation today.

As soon as our community raises the $25,000 in match funding, the Dean 
Witter grant will be released to Pepperwood.  With your help, this $50,000 will 
make the sixth year of TeenNat—an awe-inspiring and life-changing internship 
experience—a reality for the summer of 2018.  You can donate using the 
enclosed envelope, or online at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org. 

Your gift is critical to Pepperwood realizing this grant and turning $25,000 into 
$50,000.  Thank you so much for believing in our teens and for your support!

 TeenNat interns record biodiversity data at the site of 
Pepperwood’s June 2017 22-acre prescribed burn.

photo by Sandi Funke

Support TeenNat today using the enclosed envelope 
or by donating online at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org.  

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of local youth!



FALL & WINTER 2017 CLASSES & EVENTS

SEPTEMBER
9th | Public Hike
9am-1pm

10th | Landscape Painting
10am-2pm,  w/ James Freed,  $45

15th | DISCOVER NATURE 
Tracking Our Feathered Friends
w/ Michelle Halbur and Nicole Barden, 
6:30pm open house,  7pm lecture *

22nd | MEMBERS EVENT
Telegraph Hill Hike & Sunset Picnic
(see adjacent panel for details)

23rd & 24th | Family Overnight
2pm-12pm (next day),  w/ Ginger Parish 
& Michael Gillogly,  $75 per family 

30th |  Family Walk • Caminata para la 
Familia,  10am-12pm **

OCTOBER
14th | Public Hike
9am-1pm 

14th | Edible and Medicinal Plants
9am-3pm,  w/ Autumn Summers,  $50

20th | DISCOVER NATURE 
Deep Environmental Consciousness: 
Native Cultures and Traditional Land 
Management, w/ Ben Benson, 
6:30pm open house,  7pm lecture *

OCTOBER (continued)

26th | MEMBERS EVENT
Searching for the Gold Spot
(see adjacent panel for details) 

28th | Introduction to Lichens
9am-3pm,  w/ Shelly Benson,  $35

28th |  Family Walk • Caminata para la 
Familia, 10am-12pm **

29th | Intermediate Birding
8am-1pm,  w/ Nicole Barden,  $30

NOVEMBER
11th | Public Hike, 9am-1pm

18th | Fascinating Fungi
9am-3pm,  w/ George Riner,  $35 

DECEMBER
2nd |  Holiday Wreath Making 
Two times available: 10:30am-12pm OR 
1pm-2:30pm,  w/ Heather Jennings,  $25

9th |  Christmas Bird Count for Kids 
8:30am-1:30pm **

There is no charge to attend  the events listed here unless otherwise indicated. 
Donations are greatly appreciated! To view complete offerings including 
descriptions and registration details please visit our website.

Deepen your connection to the natural world

* No advance registration required.  
All other classes and events require 

advance registration.

** Hablamos Español!

Register today at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org!



 

RSVP now to Julie at jbartice@pepperwoodpreserve.org or (707) 591-9310 x 202.

Not a member?  Make a gift of $50 or more in support of  TeenNat using the enclosed 
envelope, and you’ll receive a one-year membership!  In addition to exclusive events like 
these, Pepperwood members enjoy a discount on all classes and other benefits! 

For more about membership, please visit our website: 
www.pepperwoodpreserve.org.

Telegraph Hill Hike & Sunset Picnic

Friday,  Sept. 22nd,  5pm-8pm

Legacy giving program
Interested in making a long-term investment in the health of Northern California’s 
land, water and wildlife? Please consider including Pepperwood in your estate 
planning.  Contact Julie Bartice for details at jbartice@pepperwoodpreserve.org 
or (707) 591-9310 x 202.

Are you willing to roll up your sleeves and get your hands dirty as you make an immediate 
impact on the ecosystems that serve our community?  Would you enjoy working 
alongside fellow nature lovers as you take in the beauty and serenity of Pepperwood?  
We’re currently seeking volunteers to help with critical restoration work!  Volunteer 
Workdays will be held in the morning hours of these Saturdays:  Sept. 9th,  Oct. 7th,  
Nov. 4th,  and Dec. 2nd.

If you’d like to lend a hand at one of these workdays or learn about other ways to 
volunteer at Pepperwood—including through our Stewards program—please contact 
Sloane Shinn at sshinn@pepperwoodpreserve.org or (707) 591-9310 x 133.

A huge thank you to all our incredible volunteers for advancing the health of 
our land, water and wildlife!

Volunteers needed this fall for critical restoration work

Volunteers help remove invasive 
plants at a recent Volunteer Workday

photo by Devyn Friedfel 

Upcoming membership events

Join us on the fall equinox for a steep 
and rugged hike, followed by a sunset 
picnic featuring wine generously do-
nated by Jordan Vineyard & Winery.  This 
hike is perfect for the adventurous! 

Searching for the Gold Spot

Thursday,  Oct. 26th,  6pm-9pm

Producer Maya Kholsa will share her 
30-minute film Searching for the Gold 
Spot: The Wild after Wildfire about the 
rapid and amazing comeback of the 

wild in forests in the wake of wildfire.



Dwight Center for Conservation Science
2130 Pepperwood Preserve Road

Santa Rosa, CA 95404

BRINGING SCIENCE TO LIFE
Pepperwood is a leader in forging solutions to advance the 
health of Northern California’s land, water and wildlife. We 
use our 3,200 acre preserve as a living laboratory to engage 
nature lovers, volunteers, students, and scientists in applied 
conservation.  Pepperwood serves as a field site for cutting-edge  
conservation science, provides comprehensive environmental 
education for adults and youth, and hosts an innovative citizen 
science initiative.  Learn more at our website:
www.pepperwoodpreserve.org

Cover: Shadows On the Shoulder of High Hill 
by Christopher Leith Evans, oil on canvas, 34 x 28


