
Fire 
Response 
and Recovery

You can donate using the enclosed envelope or online at
www.pepperwoodpreserve.org

Late in the evening of October 8th, a series of fires broke out in the North Bay. 

The Tubbs Fire, Pocket Fire, and Nuns Fire—collectively labeled the Central Lake-Napa Unit (LNU) 
Complex by Cal Fire—raged for over a week, claiming 40 lives and destroying over 8,000 structures, 

over half of them single family homes.  This was the most destructive wildfire event in California 
history.  In the face of climate change and an even more fire-prone future, the time is now to band 

together and ensure we help our community recover in a way that makes it more resilient.

Pepperwood is uniquely positioned to respond to the needs of the North Bay 
community in this time of recovery and renewal—especially with your support.  

Read on to see how your gift to Pepperwood will bring science to bear on both 
the immediate and long-term challenges facing our beloved landscapes.

View of Mount Saint Helena from a charred hillside at 
Pepperwood near Redwood Canyon, October 2017



The North Bay wildfires were the result of a poorly understood relationship 
between weather, fuels availability (both natural and man-made), and ignition 
hazards.  This dynamic relationship speaks to the need for a sound, science-based 
understanding of how our human community interfaces with our natural habitats.

Over the past five years, Pepperwood has emerged as a leader in understanding Northern 
California ecosystems through scientific study on our 3,200 acre preserve.  We work with 
universities, private landowners, and natural resource managers from local land trusts, parks, water, 
and open space districts to develop effective strategies for keeping our wildlands healthy in the face 
of challenges including climate change and habitat fragmentation.

Our focus on science is what makes Pepperwood different.  And now, with five years of 
comprehensive pre-fire data collected at our Sentinel Site, we need your help to rebuild and 
expand our applied research program so that we can garner critical insights on how our natural 
places, and the communities they support, can recover in a way that makes us more resilient to 
extreme events—including drought, floods and fire.

Donate today using the enclosed envelope or online 
at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org.

All gifts to Pepperwood are fully tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

A stag in chaparral near the entrance to Pepperwood, 
where the fire was most intense, November 2017

Post-fire view towards Mount Saint Helena from 
Pepperwood’s Three Tree Hill, October 2017



Your gift to Pepperwood ensures that we can help shape collaborative 
solutions to landscape recovery and resilience grounded in the latest science.

Here is what your donation will make possible.

• Public outreach on post-fire do’s and don’ts that will help communities rebuild in ways that 
make them more resilient.

• Partnerships forged with university researchers and local agencies to conduct time-
sensitive surveys needed to improve our basic understanding of fire and its behavior so we can 
prepare for the future as effectively as possible.

• Wildlife camera analyses to capture the impacts of wildfires on wildlife as we learn how 
animals are coping with fire impacts.

• Critical land care work to support the renewal of Pepperwood’s landscape and the 
protection of our watersheds and drinking supplies downstream.

• A more comprehensive Sentinel Site array of automatic sensors that track fire and 
climate effects in real-time to guide adaptation strategies for our community.

• Engagement of the next generation in research and stewardship through programs for 
youth from grade school through high school and from college through post-doctoral studies.

Thank you for your critical support!

In addition to your donation, consider a legacy gift to Pepperwood. 
Contact Julie Bartice, Development Director, at (707) 486-2931 

or jbartice@pepperwoodpreserve.org for details.  

Post-fire view towards Mount Saint Helena from 
Pepperwood’s Three Tree Hill, December 2017



• Pepperwood has a rock solid foundation.  Our Board of Directors is comprised of some of 
the community’s most well-respected leaders and the Dwight Center for Conservation Science, 
which is the hub of Pepperwood activities, is itself a symbol of the resilience of Pepperwood. 
This climate-smart, green-certified structure made of primarily concrete and steel survived the 
conflagration relatively unscathed and continues to serve as a base for critical operations. 

• Pepperwood is proactive.  A full two years before the Tubbs Fire hit Pepperwood, we had 
started framing strategies for fire mitigation and forest health and sharing those strategies 
throughout Northern California through our agency partnerships.

• Pepperwood is a leader.  Conservation organizations, open space districts, and private 
landowners looked to Pepperwood to guide best practices for land management before the 
fire—and now our technical guidance is in greater demand than ever.

• Pepperwood is dedicated to science.   The science-based management of grassland and 
woodland habitats practiced and promoted by Pepperwood is forward-thinking and climate-
smart. Most importantly, it works.  As we actively care for our landscape using techniques like 
prescribed burning, forest thinning, and conservation grazing, we are constantly assessing their 
effectiveness, serving as a demonstration site for workshops, and sharing our results with others.

• Pepperwood is credible.  We gained international recognition for producing Bay Area 
future climate models at unprecedented detail and now have one of the—if not the—most 
comprehensive climate-ecosystem datasets in Northern California to help us effectively prepare 
for a climate-changed future.  We are currently the beneficiaries of a National Science Foundation 
strategic planning grant to grow our science leadership role in the decades to come.

Get the latest updates on Pepperwood’s post-fire recovery 
on our website at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org.

Here are a few additional reasons why Pepperwood is a great choice 
for maximizing your investment in Northern California’s future.

Green grasslands surround the Dwight Center for 
Conservation Science, December 2017


