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CONNECTING PEOPLE AND SCIENCE

Dear friends,

Thanks to you, world-class science is happening right here 
in Sonoma County!  Since the opening of the Dwight 
Center for Conservation Science in 2010, Pepperwood 
has become a leader in cutting-edge field research and is 
known for its collaboration with everyone from members 
of the community to some of our nation’s most prestigious 
universities. 

Thanks to you, Pepperwood is pushing the envelope on 
the contribution a single organization can make in painting 
a vivid picture of the inner workings of our plant and animal 
life and how they are impacted by climate, drought, wildfire and other factors.      
No other organization is exclusively focused on collecting high resolution, real time 
data on our region’s land, water and wildlife—data that will make a difference in 
equipping communities throughout Northern California and beyond to combat 
the environmental challenges ahead. 

Sincerely,

Lisa Micheli, PhD
President & CEO

Thank you  American AgCredit!
We’d like to extend special gratitude to our friends 
at American AgCredit for their tremendous support.  
They’ve been a corporate sponsor of Pepperwood 

since the Dwight Center opened in 2010! 



GET INVOLVED WITH PEPPERWOOD!

Help with critical restoration projects on the following 
Saturdays:  May 6th,  June  3rd,  July 8th,  and August 5th.  
RSVP to volunteer@pepperwoodpreserve.org or ask 
about other ways to lend a hand.  Thank you!

Blue-eyed grass 
(Sisyrinchium bellum)

photo by Michelle Halbur

Welcoming the wildflowers
There is nothing quite like the dawn of spring in the Bay Area and the green 
hillsides teeming with an incredible array of wildflowers that it brings.  Bask in the 
wonder and beauty of the season at Pepperwood by taking a class, joining a hike, 
going on a wildflower walk, or attending a special event this spring! Flip through 
to the last panel for a calendar of springtime activities—and along the way we 
hope you’ll read through highlights of the work that your support makes possible!

The Place of Understanding by Christopher Leith Evans
Landscapes of Pepperwood on display at the Dwight Center through July 14th
Pepperwood Artist-in-Residence Christopher Evans has captured the timeless 
wisdom and beauty of the Pepperwood lands through a collection of paintings 
that are nothing short of stunning—in fact, we think they are world-class!  View 
this exhibit before any public class or event, or contact Sloane Shinn to make an 
appointment:  sshinn@pepperwoodpreserve.org or (707) 591-9310 x 133.

BECOME A 
MEMBER

Pepperwood members receive a discount and early bird 
registration on our classes, as well as access to special 
events. Read on to learn more about Pepperwood 
membership.  You can sign up using the enclosed 
envelope or at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org.
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CONNECTING PEOPLE AND SCIENCE



 

TAKING THE PULSE OF OUR LANDSCAPES

Pepperwood’s Michelle Halbur, Dylan Chapple 
of Point Blue, and Dr. Matt Clark of Sonoma 
State University prepare to deploy the first 
Soundscapes to Landscapes audio recorder

photo by Tom Greco

A watchful sentinel for Northern California ecosystems
Nature provides a wealth of information to help us understand our dynamic, changing 
environment. However, if no one closely monitors nature’s vital signs, changes can 
easily go unnoticed and the results can be devastating to ecosystems and surrounding 
human communities. Just as a doctor carefully collects data on patients to assess their 
health, Pepperwood has an extensive network of sensors and research plots on our 
3,200 acre preserve that provides a scientific foundation for measuring ecosystem 
health. This data is critical for decision-making today and provides an important baseline 
against which we can measure future change.  Findings at Pepperwood can be related 
to open spaces throughout Northern California, and we help other organizations 
implement their own ecosystem monitoring efforts based on Pepperwood protocols.

New NASA-funded initiative is for the birds
NASA. Birds. Like “two great tastes” these two words unexpectedly fit beautifully 
together! A new NASA-funded initiative, Soundscapes to Landscapes, is a potential 
game-changer for scientists gathering data on local bird populations—with 
possible worldwide implications. Pepperwood has partnered with Dr. Matt Clark 
of Sonoma State University and others to pilot a method of understanding and 
monitoring birds using ground-based audio recordings combined with “remote 
sensing” data collected from the air and from space. Pepperwood is the primary 
site for testing this cutting-edge methodology and the lead on engaging the 
community to participate by hosting sound recorders for the project and becoming 
citizen scientists to help collect data. This data will help calibrate the mapping of 
bird populations relative to three-dimensional images of local habitats, yielding 
researchers a very powerful and cost-effective tool for better understanding bird 
populations.  Among other things, monitoring the health of bird populations gives 
us an overall indicator of ecosystem health. 



 

TAKING THE PULSE OF OUR LANDSCAPES

Adaptive Management Plan
Pepperwood has just published a monumental 200+ page peer-reviewed 
document designed to guide the management of our preserve for decades to 
come. It includes a comprehensive strategy for managing vegetation to mitigate 
the risks of catastrophic wildfire that is applicable well beyond Pepperwood’s 
borders.  With its foundation in the scientific research conducted on our preserve, 
an ongoing cycle of feedback is provided for adapting management practices 
based on outcomes monitored in the living laboratory that is Pepperwood.  
We’re now sharing this guide with others, including our partners who manage 
parks, open spaces and critical watersheds.  Now that’s what we call making an 
impact!  Thank you for investing in nature.

A collaborative approach to healthy forests
Environmental scientists and natural resource managers are both dedicated to 
solving conservation challenges.  Each offer unique perspectives and approaches, 
but most often these two fields work independently of each other.  That’s where 
Pepperwood comes in!  We believe that interdisciplinary collaborations are key 
to generating the most effective conservation strategies. In fact, that is the basis 
for Pepperwood’s Terrestrial Biodiversity Climate Change Collaborative (TBC3), a 
vibrant collective of university, nonprofit and government scientists combining their 
diverse expertise to inform climate adaptation strategies for natural resources. 
Pepperwood and UC Berkeley’s Ackerly Lab hosted a February workshop 
connecting our TBC3 team directly with managers from local agencies, land trusts, 
and other groups.  This workshop pioneered a scenario-based approach to adaptive 
management of our forests, and provided critical feedback needed to refine a set 
of tools that help managers better understand fire and drought risks to forest 
health in the face of a changing climate.  The workshop also tapped into our models 
that project the potential declines of existing species and the potential arrival of 
new species—both desirable and undesirable—on our lands.  Pepperwood will 
provide ongoing support as science advisor to interested land managers through 
our emerging Fire Mitigation and Forest Health Initiative network.
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Fire Mitigation and Forest Health Initiative
Thanks to your support, this effort is bridging the gap between science and 
natural resource management, creating a collaborative front to combat the 
impacts of climate change in the Bay Area and beyond.



 

WORKING WITH THE COMMUNITY

A commitment to inclusivity 
One of Pepperwood’s core values is inclusivity.  We provide opportunities for 
people of all ages and from all walks of life to connect to nature and actively 
contribute to the future of our natural places.  Thanks to your support, elementary 
school students, teenagers and college students from diverse backgrounds have 
a place where they can discover and pursue careers in the natural sciences 
while making a difference in the health of our local landscapes. This commitment 
pushes us to offer an increasing number of our education programs in both 
English and Spanish. In addition, Pepperwood’s Education Director, Sandi Funke, 
played a leadership role in creating a county-wide Day of the Child • Día Del Niño 
celebration full of activities for families. This event returns for its second year on 
April 29, 2017.  Join in the fun at Pepperwood or at 11 other locations throughout 
Sonoma County! See our calendar page for more details.

Creating a strong foundation for nature appreciation
Students Conducting Environmental Inquiry (SCENIQ) — The start of spring 
means students from 35 classes from area elementary schools will be returning 
to Pepperwood after their first visit last fall.  And what a different Pepperwood 
they will see!  Students will experience how the change of seasons impacts the 
lives of the plants and animals found here, as they record observations in their 
Pepperwood nature journals.  Some will submit stories about their discoveries 
and experiences, and you can stay abreast of these on our website. Pepperwood 
is committed to serving students who reflect the diversity of our community.  
Your support of inclusivity provides transportation scholarships and fee waivers 
for Title One schools.  Thank you!  Learn about the experiences you help provide 
in the students’ own words on the SCENIQ Experience page of our website, 
accessible here: www.pepperwoodpreserve.org/experienceSCENIQ.

Science comes to life for elementary 
school students in SCENIQ

photo by Sandi Funke



TeenNat — science comes to life for local youth
Each summer at Pepperwood, two dozen teenagers rove our 3,200 acre 
preserve photographing plants and insects, recording measurements of 
redwoods, and—perhaps most importantly—deepening their connection to the 
natural world.  Some are aspiring scientists, while others simply have a deep 
appreciation for nature and are only just learning about career possibilities in 
the sciences.  Thanks to you, TeenNat provides a venue for these youth to gain 
new insights at a critical juncture in their lives. Now entering its fifth summer, 
TeenNat is creating new ways for its graduates to build on their Pepperwood 
experience, including offering paid  TeenNat Assistant positions, and providing 
support in accessing local service opportunities and nationwide internships.

Santa Rosa Junior College students help local wildlife
As a college student, building a resume in a competitive employment enviro-nment 
can be a daunting experience. Thanks to your support, SRJC science students have 
an expanding array of paid or accredited immersive science internships allowing 
them to play an active role in protecting our local landscapes. Pepperwood’s 
Conservation Science Internship, a partnership with the statewide Mathematics, 
Engineering and Science Achievement (MESA) program, is one such opportunity.  
Here,  SRJC students engage in critical wildlife camera research as they assist in 
evaluating and cataloging data from motion-activated cameras. They also collect 
data for our Sentinel Site by monitoring rain gages on a weekly basis.  By energizing 
our science students of today, we are building a foundation for the sound nature 
stewardship of tomorrow!
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2017 Conservation Science Interns (from left to right) 
Louis Williams, Clarissa Chambers, and Michela Bush 

record readings from our rain gages 
photo by Celeste Dodge

This internship has been a delightful way to gain field experience, and gain literacy 
and practice in the various skills required to be a conservation scientist. I truly feel 

blessed to have been chosen for this position; the scientists that form the foundation 
of Pepperwood share a beautiful passion for preserving our local ecology, as well as 

spreading education to all types of people, in an effort to make a difference worldwide.  
- Michela Bush, Spring 2017 Conservation Science Intern

 



YOU BRING SCIENCE TO LIFE

$50 Individual (one adult)
$85 Couple (two adults)
$110 Family (two adults + children)
$35 Senior (aged 63+)
$25 Student (valid ID required)

Do you know someone 
who would enjoy being a 

Pepperwood member? 
Give them the gift of 

membership today!

2017 MEMBERSHIP LEVELS GIFT MEMBERSHIP

Membership matters 
Pepperwood membership is a great way to demonstrate your love for Northern 
California and your commitment to conservation and the environment! 
Members are the foundation for our work on behalf of nature, and membership 
allows you to become part of a dynamic, environmentally-focused community. 

Our membership program strives to give you what you love best:  opportunities 
to be out in nature!  

Exclusive hikes •  You’ll be treated to at least one members-only hiking 
excursion each quarter to remote and pristine areas of Pepperwood not 
typically accessible to the public.  Our staff and stewards will enrich your 
experience through their wealth of natural history knowledge.

Behind the scenes •  Get in depth with two special events each year, ranging 
from updates with our President & CEO to intimate get-togethers with scientists 
discussing today’s most important conservation issues. 

Discounts and early registration • Pepperwood members receive early 
registration on all classes and a discount of at least $5 on those with a fee. 

Last—but definitely not least—with Pepperwood membership, you 
become part of a strong foundation working to secure a healthy 

and vibrant Northern California!

 Become a Pepperwood member 
using the enclosed donation 
envelope, or donate online at 

www.pepperwoodpreserve.org

photo by Kathy Haas



 SPRING & SUMMER 2017 CLASSES & EVENTS

APRIL
14th |  Wildflower Walk, 10am-12pm

21st |  Wildflower Walk, 10am-12pm

22nd & 23rd | Family Overnight
2pm-12pm (next day), w/ Ginger Parish 
& Michael Gillogly, $25 

23rd |  Wildflower Walk, 10am-12pm

29th | Day of the Child • Día Del Niño

MAY
6th | Butterflies of Pepperwood
9am-3pm, w/ Liam O’Brien, $30

7th | Landscape Painting
9am-3pm, w/ Marsha Connell, $45 

20th | Family Walk, 10am-12pm

JUNE
2nd | Discover Nature:  Unveiling the 
Mysteries of Fog, w/ Alicia Torregrosa
6:30pm open house, 7pm lecture *

10th | Public Hike, 9am-1pm

There is no charge to attend  the events listed here unless otherwise indicated. 
Donations are greatly appreciated! All classes require registration except 
for those marked with an asterisk (*).  To view complete offerings including 
descriptions and registration details please visit our website.

Join Pepperwood staff for a fun 
day exploring nature!  This family-

friendly event will include craft 
activities, short and easy guided hikes, 
microscope explorations with local 

insects, bug catching, bird box 
building, and more! 

Day of the Child • Día Del Niño will also 
be celebrated at 11 other sites around 

Sonoma County! Learn more at 
www.sonomacountyee.org.

Day of the Child • Día del Niño
April 29th from 10am-4pm *
FREE, no reservations necessary

¡Hablamos Español!

Register today at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org

Legacy giving program
Interested in making a long-term investment in the health of Northern California’s 
land, water and wildlife? Please consider including Pepperwood in your estate 
planning.  Contact Development Director Julie Bartice for details at
jbartice@pepperwoodpreserve.org or (707) 591-9310 x 202.



Dwight Center for Conservation Science
2130 Pepperwood Preserve Road

Santa Rosa, CA 95404

BRINGING SCIENCE TO LIFE
Pepperwood is a leader in forging solutions to advance the 
health of Northern California’s land, water and wildlife. We 
use our 3,200 acre preserve as a living laboratory to engage 
nature lovers, volunteers, students, and scientists in applied 
conservation.  Pepperwood serves as a field site for cutting-edge  
conservation science, provides comprehensive environmental 
education for adults and youth, and hosts an innovative citizen 
science initiative.  Learn more at our website:
www.pepperwoodpreserve.org

Cover: Shadows On the Shoulder of High Hill 
by Christopher Leith Evans, oil on canvas, 34 x 28


