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Abundance of lupine blooming 
in a Pepperwood meadow



 

Custom-designed, just for your needs!  Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have a suit tailored 
specifically for you?  It would fit like the proverbial glove.  Now how about having that 
tailor by your side, listening to your feedback and ready to make adjustments to ensure 
your needs are met?  In a new private-public partnership called Climate Ready North 
Bay (CRNB), Pepperwood’s Terrestrial Biodiversity Climate Change Collaborative 
(TBC3) plays the role of the tailor, working with natural resource managers to “co-
produce” climate data specifically for their needs.

The CRNB partnership is spearheaded by Sonoma County’s Regional Climate 
Protection Authority (RCPA)—the nation’s first local government agency created 
specifically to address climate change—with the goal of filling a critical gap in the applied 
science knowledgebase relative to inland, terrestrial, and freshwater ecosystems. 
Pepperwood’s TBC3 was selected by the RCPA to serve as the science team, and has 
been working with eight local agencies and nine cities to determine how the resources 
they manage may be impacted by climate change.  The project involves modeling how 
factors including water supply, land use suitability, wildfire risks, and forest vegetation 
may shift over the coming decades at specific sites of interest to public agencies, 
enabling them to immediately begin making more informed management decisions.

This ground-breaking project is funded by the California Coastal Conservancy and the 
agencies who are involved and will benefit include: Sonoma County Water Agency; 
Sonoma County Regional Parks;  Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open 
Space District; several Napa County agencies; Marin Municipal Water District; and 
Mendocino Flood Protection and Water Conservation District.

The CRNB partnership could serve as a national model for future work under the 
White House’s new climate resilience initiative for local communities, which honored 
Sonoma County as one of 16 national communities for its work towards climate 
preparedness as a 2015 Climate Action Champion.

Pepperwood’s Dr. Lisa Micheli, who serves as project manager for CRNB and co-chair  
of TBC3, says “it’s been so satisfying to make headway working directly with the data 
users in this project, to make sure our comprehensive climate knowledgebase—one 
of the most extensive in the nation—will help make our communities more resilient 
in the face of climate change.” Micheli presented a project update on January 11 to 
the RCPA’s governing board, a combination of city and county elected officials who 
applauded the initiative’s applied focus.

TBC3 & CLIMATE READY NORTH BAY
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An oak grove at Pepperwood



 

 
DEVELOPING AN ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN

We in the Bay Area are proud of the beauty and abundance of our landscapes. For 
example, when you drive highway 101 north of San Francisco you can’t help but 
feel a sense of awe around the rolling hills, valleys full of lichen-frosted oaks, and 
sweeping green and gold grasslands stretching out in all directions.  And though you 
may not know it from a distance, these landscapes are home to some of the greatest 
diversity of plant and animal life found anywhere in the world, making it all the more 
important to protect them for future generations.

Few people realize that this natural abundance is largely a result of millennia of 
land and water management on the part of native peoples, and now the future of 
these resources are in our collective hands to cherish and care for.  There are many 
ways to manage a landscape and our decisions can have a tremendous impact on 
the health of our ecosystems and the vital services they provide to the community.  
Pepperwood is developing an Adaptive Management Plan for our 3,200 acre 
preserve that will demonstrate the most effective management strategies—verified 
by our onsite research—and serve as a model for other land and water managers 
throughout our community.

A central part of an Adaptive Management Plan is a learning process by which 
managers measure the impacts of their decisions through monitoring, and then adjust 
management practices over time to better meet their goals.  As our researchers and 
land managers consciously test best practices, we will be monitoring the land for 
desired results and adjusting our management so that the outcomes we want are 
achieved.  Best practices—the most effective ways we find to graze cattle or control 
the spread of invasive species, for example—will be shared with resource managers 
throughout our region to help our natural places thrive.

“This is the first application of the cutting-edge TBC3 knowledgebase to a parcel-scale, 
on the ground management plan for a complicated mosaic of ecosystems” shares 
lead TBC3 scientist, Dr. Stu Weiss of the Creekside Center for Earth Observation, 
an advisor to the project.  “The issues we are hashing through are common to many 
conservation lands in the California Coast Ranges.”  Pepperwood looks forward to 
having the results of its Adaptive Management Plan available to benefit the many 
other beautiful open spaces throughout Northern California.

 
Key goals for Pepperwood’s adaptive management for our preserve include:

• Promote the vitality and diversity of native plant and animal life

• Ensure our ecosystems continue to provide the vital services we rely on including   
   water supply and soil health

• Reduce threats posed by invasive species, and minimize the potential negative 
    impacts of human activities including education programs, research and recreation

• With our Native American Council, integrate traditional ecological knowledge    

• Consider potential long-term impacts of climate change on management objectives 
   and adaptive practices using our TBC3 knowledgebase
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EXPERIENCES IN NATURE FOR OUR CHILDREN
Many countries around the world celebrate children through an annual holiday.  
In Mexico, Día Del Niño or Day of the Child takes place each year on April 
30, and it’s a big deal!  Many parents buy their children a gift, and schools hold 
big celebrations complete with games, music, performances, piñatas and outings.  
Parks, restaurants and sporting facilities hold special celebrations as well.  On 
April 30, 2016, Pepperwood, along with the Sonoma Environmental Education 
Collaborative (SEEC) will be hosting and celebrating its own Día Del Niño. 

In celebration of our community’s children and getting them and their families 
connected to nature, fifteen environmental education sites in Sonoma County will 
host a wide variety of activities from 10am to 4pm.  Each site will provide different 
opportunities for children and adults to engage with the outdoors, highlighting 
the work that the SEEC organizations do throughout Sonoma County.   At 
Pepperwood we will provide guided family hikes, an insect safari in our native plant 
garden, and nature-themed crafts in our classrooms.  It’s free and will certainly be 
loads of fun—please bring your family and join us in celebrating this special day!

As we recognize the biodiversity of Sonoma County, our event outreach will 
focus on cultural diversity, Latino heritage, families and students of all ages.  An 
interactive digital story map will soon be accessible on the new SEEC website, and 
paper maps can be obtained from participating event sites.  For more information 
visit www.sonomacountyee.org.

 
We know that parents and other supportive family members can dictate how 

young people spend thousands of out-of-school hours a year.  By providing these 
adults with the knowledge of what our region offers and fun activities they can lead 

themselves we feel optimistic that this generation of kids will get outdoors, get 
dirty, and get excited about our environment and all that it provides us.

- Sandi Funke, Education Director, Pepperwood Foundation

Children exploring nature at Pepperwood



 
CELEBRATE SPRING WITH PEPPERWOOD
We hope you’ll join us for some of our upcoming events, all designed to inspire 
your inner naturalist and deepen your connection to the natural world!

PUBLIC HIKES & WILDFLOWER WALKS

FREE with donations appreciated. 
Reservations required at
www.pepperwoodpreserve.org. 

June 4 & 5, 2016 | save the date, details to come

The peoples native to our region are some of the 
finest basket weavers in the entire world.  Join the 
California Indian Basketweavers Association for a 
hands-on celebration of their ancestral skill. 

TENDING THE WILD WORKSHOP

Join our staff and local environmental partner 
organizations for a fun day exploring nature 
through family-oriented hikes and activities.

Public Hikes:  March 12 & May 14 

Wildflower Walks:  April 15, 17, 22 & 24

DAY OF THE CHILD - DÍA DEL NIÑO

April 30, 2016 | 10am-4pm

FREE with donations appreciated.
No reservations necessary.

Naturalist, educator, artist and author Jack 
Laws leads this special weekend retreat 
focused on enhancing your nature journaling 
skills and deeping your sense of observation. 
Includes overnight stay at the Bechtel House 
or under the stars, and two meals.

SPRING RETREAT WITH JOHN MUIR LAWS

April 16 & 17, 2016 | two day workshop

$180 per person ($160 for members)
Reservations required at
www.pepperwoodpreserve.org. 
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SPRING 2016 CALENDAR
For class descriptions, registration and to view complete offerings please visit 
www.pepperwoodpreserve.org and click on “Event Listings” under the “Education” tab.  

* INDICATES NO ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED.  ALL OTHER CLASSES REQUIRE REGISTRATION.

MARCH
4th | MEMBERS EVENT 
State of Pepperwood Address

5th | Family Birding Expedition
8:30am-12pm, with Nicole Barden, $10

19th | Intro to Lichens 
9am-3pm, with Shelly Benson, $25

19th | Capturing Natural Beauty
9am-3pm, with Nina Antze, $45 

20th | Edible & Medicinal Plants
9am-3pm, with Autumn Summers, $45

26th | Family Hike
10am-12pm, reservations required, FREE

APRIL
1st | Discover Nature:  Art and Science 
with Shawn Brumbaugh & Marsha Connell
6:30pm open house, 7pm lecture, FREE*

2nd | Reptiles and Amphibians
9am-3pm, with Dr. Nick Geist, $25

9th | Intro to Field Photography
9am-3pm, with Jerry Corsi, $30

16th | Family Hike
10am-12pm, reservations required, FREE

10th | MEMBERS EVENT 
Spring Wildflower Walk

APRIL (cont.)

16th & 17th | Spring Journaling Retreat
see panel reverse for details

23rd & 24th | Family Overnight
2pm-12pm (next day), with Ginger Parish 
& Michael Gillogly, $25 

30th |  Day of the Child - Día del Niño 
10am-4pm, no reservations needed, FREE*
see panel reverse for details

MAY
6th | Discover Nature:  Secrets of the Oak 
Woodlands, with Kate Marianchild
6:30pm open house, 7pm lecture, FREE*

15th |  Landscape Painting
9am-3pm, with Marsha Connell, $45 

21st | Family Hike
10am-12pm, reservations required, FREE

JUNE
4th & 5th |  Tending the Wild Workshop
see panel reverse for details

Budding Biologists Day Camp

13th-18th and 20th-25th 

choose one or both sessions 
Mon-Fri, 9am-3pm each day, $225 per week

18th | MEMBERS EVENT 
Redwood Canyon Hike

MEMBERSHIP DISCOUNT AVAILABLE
Read more on adjacent panel.

Public Hikes and Wildflower Walks held throughout spring!  See panel reverse for details.



 

Pepperwood membership is a great way to demonstrate your love for Northern 
California and your commitment to conservation and the environment! Members 
provide the foundation for our work on behalf of nature and allow you to become 
part of a dynamic, environmentally-focused community. 

$50 Individual (one adult)
$85 Couple (two adults)
$110 Family (two adults + children)
$35 Senior (aged 63+)
$25 Student (valid ID required)

Know someone who 
would enjoy being 

a member?
Consider giving the gift 
of membership today!

2016 MEMBERSHIP LEVELS GIFT MEMBERSHIP

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS!

Our membership program strives to give you what you love best: opportunities 
to be out in nature!  You’ll be treated to at least one educational hiking excursion 
each quarter, learning more about nature from Pepperwood staff and stewards 
as you get your nature fix.  An additional bonus is that most hikes are to remote 
areas of Pepperwood typically not open to the public.  There is nothing quite like 
experiencing pristine nature visited by only a few!

In addition to hikes, members are invited to two behind-the-scenes special events 
each year, ranging from updates by our President & CEO to intimate get-togethers 
with scientists discussing today’s most important conservation issues. 

And wait... there’s more! Pepperwood members receive early registration on all 
classes and a discount of at least $5 on those with a fee. 

Finally, with Pepperwood membership, you become part of a strong foundation 
working to secure a healthy and vibrant Northern California.

2015 members’  hike
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Become a Pepperwood member using the enclosed donation 
envelope, or donate online at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org.

(Discount available for Seniors and Students.)



Dwight Center for Conservation Science
2130 Pepperwood Preserve Road

Santa Rosa, CA 95404

BRINGING SCIENCE TO LIFE
Pepperwood is a leader in forging solutions to advance the 
health of Northern California’s land, water and wildlife. We 
use our 3,200 acre preserve as a living laboratory to engage 
nature lovers, volunteers, students, and scientists in applied 
conservation.  Pepperwood serves as a field site for cutting-edge  
conservation science, provides comprehensive environmental 
education for adults and youth, and hosts an innovative citizen 
science initiative.  Learn more at our website:
www.pepperwoodpreserve.org


