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Committed to protecting the 
wonders of the natural world. 
Bringing science and solutions 
to our community.



Pepperwood is a living laboratory in the heart of a wildlife corridor dedicated 
to protecting Northern California’s natural places for generations to come.

We produce the science needed to understand our changing environment 
and we teach people of all ages how to care for our wild places.

The decisions we make today determine the future of our environment.  
We challenge you to learn more about the natural world and to 
discover why it is so important to protect.



Dear Friends,

As we enter our fourth year serving our community through the Dwight Center for Conservation 
Science at Pepperwood, we have earned a true sense of coming into our own. With your critical 
support, after an exciting launch we have settled into a cruise altitude that gives us perspective on 
where we have been and where we are going.

Since June 2010, we have served over 23,000 members of our community via vibrant hands-on 
opportunities to join us in conservation action.

A few of this past year’s accomplishments include the following. We have launched North America’s 
first Wildlife Picture Index camera array as part of a global biodiversity initiative. We are concluding a 
two-year project funded by the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation to build a knowledge base regarding the future of the 
Bay Area’s conservation lands in the face of climate change. We launched a summer intern program for teenagers.  And we are 
meaningfully engaging our Native American communities to gain insight from their millennia of experience as nature stewards. 
And these are just a few of our exciting initiatives! Within the span of a few short years since Pepperwood’s creation, we are 
fulfilling Herb and Jane Dwight’s vision of using our preserve and the Dwight Center as a resource for improving the lives and 
landscapes of Northern California.

This year our staff and board crafted a plan for the next five years that defines the following targeted outcomes for our 
Northern California home.

    •  Healthy habitats support healthy populations of wildlife.
    •  Our watersheds provide a clean and abundant water supply.
    •  Our communities are resilient to climate change.
    •  Our citizens, land and water managers, and decision-makers are empowered to better steward nature.

Pepperwood pursues these goals by providing leadership on multi-party initiatives focused on making a collective impact on 
our environment’s health. We are experts in science communications that convey how people can help conserve nature in their 
everyday life via our top-notch educational programming. And we use the preserve as a living laboratory where we innovate 
how to apply cutting-edge technology to forge solutions that protect our natural heritage.

The most critical part of our development is you, our growing community drawn to our mission of advancing science-based 
conservation throughout Northern California and beyond. I hope you enjoy what lies within these pages as we highlight some 
of Pepperwood’s most exciting developments in the realms of conservation science, innovation, and action.

FROM THE DIRECTOR

  
Cover: bobcat family, © Gerald and Buff Corsi, Focus on Nature, Inc. Opposite top: panorama of Pepperwood in early spring, © Gerald 
and Buff Corsi. Bottom left: a student in the SCENIQ program writes in one of Pepperwood’s custom nature journals, © Sandi Funke. 
Bottom right:  western fence lizard photographed by 14-year-old TeenNat Intern Loren Gillogly.

Lisa Micheli, PhD
Executive Director
Pepperwood Foundation
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TRANSFORMING LIVES & LANDSCAPES

At Pepperwood we pursue a comprehensive approach to ensure our wild lands, 
working lands and open spaces can continue to deliver critical ecosystem services to 
our community.  These services include clean air and water, healthy forests and wildlife, 
and the natural beauty that surrounds us.

Above:  view of Double Ponds located near the heart of Pepperwood’s 3,200 acre preserve, © Gerald and Buff Corsi. 
Opposite: coyote, © Gerald and Buff Corsi.

We work with researchers from around the world to address the biggest challenges facing land and water managers 
today and we translate results into practical solutions for our community. Pepperwood reaches diverse audiences 
ranging from leaders of conservation organizations deciding which open spaces are in most need of protection, 
to science students at the Santa Rosa Junior College thirsty for hands-on career experience, to first through sixth 
graders throughout the North Bay who delight in exploring Pepperwood’s 3,200 acre preserve through the lens of 
science.  We empower people of all ages to discover the natural world around them and embrace environmental 
stewardship.

Only together can we protect what we love about Northern California: 
the future of nature is truly in our hands.
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LEADERSHIP FOR COLLECTIVE IMPACT

Securing a healthy future for water, plants, wildlife, and people is not something a single individual or organization 
can achieve. Only through effective partnerships that leverage each member’s unique strengths can we fulfill our 
maximum potential and make a positive impact. By looking through the lens of science to shape priorities and 
effective conservation actions, Pepperwood works effectively with its conservation partners to realize the shared 
vision of an environment thriving with humanity for generations to come.

In these times of acute resource limitations, our community now recognizes the critical role of backbone organizations 
to streamline the combined efforts of private and public agencies to achieve ambitious overarching goals such as a 
healthy environment for our region. Pepperwood’s role is to provide vision, build relationships, and maintain a focus 
on achieving and measuring results.

In the pages that follow, you will learn more about our role in creating positive change by leading partnerships such 
as the Terrestrial Biodiversity Climate Change Collaborative (TBC3), the North Bay Climate Adaptation Initiative 
(NBCAI), the Mayacamas Forum for land and water managers, the North Bay component of the Critical Linkages 
project to conserve habitat corridors for wildlife, and the brand-new Wildlife Observer Network Bay Area. In all 
of these Pepperwood plays a critical role. We identify and recruit key players, guide a collective vision and strategy, 
support aligned activities, establish shared measurement practices, build public will to support policy advances, and 
mobilize funding for critical conservation actions.

Pepperwood has emerged as a leader in facilitating collaborations by 
the best and the brightest in conservation science and education.

At the Land Trust we rely on the science coming out of Pepperwood-led initiatives to inform our 
land acquisition and stewardship decisions and in addition we share an interest in protecting the 
Mayacamas. Pepperwood is a leader in conservation science and we are grateful to have such an 
institution here in Sonoma County.

One of Pepperwood’s key strategies is to design and lead initiatives engaging the best 
and the brightest of government, non-profit, and private organizations with a focus on 
collective impact.

- Ralph Benson, Executive Director, Sonoma Land Trust



PREPARING FOR TOMORROW’S ECOLOGY

Pepperwood provides a venue for regional initiatives designed to help better understand 
and protect our Bay Area Conservation Lands Network.

David Ackerly, PhD of UC Berkeley is pioneering a study of long-term 
forest health at Pepperwood.

This summer Dr. Ackerly and his graduate students (plus a hearty team of Pepperwood staff and volunteers) established 50 
long-term vegetation monitoring plots across the forests of Pepperwood. The survey entailed meticulously measuring and 
cataloging all of the trees contained within each 400m2 rectangular plot. The preserve provides a perfect venue for this study 
with its diverse terrain and plant life so representative of Northern California as a whole.  The next step is to set up a wireless 
sensor network that will track climate variability across the preserve via stations located at each plot.  By combining vegetation 
data with this high-resolution climate data we can learn how climate drives vegetation expression in the landscape.  We will be 
able to identify and track any long-term trends in plant health and forest composition in the years to come.

Ackerly’s study is just one product of the Terrestrial Biodiversity Climate Change Collaborative (TBC3) based at Pepperwood. 
It is a ground-breaking regional effort engaging 28 scientists from a wide range of disciplines working together to create a 
knowledge base that will strengthen local land and water management in the face of climate change.  Ackerly and Pepperwood 
Executive Director Dr. Lisa Micheli co-chair this innovative team which has garnered critical support from the Gordon and Betty 
Moore Foundation. In addition to Ackerly’s study, TBC3 is developing a suite of products for the Bay Area including: detailed 
historical and projected climate and hydrology maps, the first fog frequency map for the region, a biodiversity atlas for the Bay 
Area, and an evaluation of land conservation strategies for climate adaptation.  This knowledge base will be converted into 
interactive on-line tools to ensure free community access to TBC3’s applied research products.

The conservation actions we take today must be guided by an understanding of tomorrow’s ecosystems.  As the climate shifts, so 
too will the habitats of the flora and fauna we strive to protect. TBC3 serves the Bay Area’s land trusts and open space districts by 
identifying places not only critical for landscape health today, but also those parts of our region that are likely to remain critical for 
native species 100 years from now.

How will the plants and animals of Northern California be impacted by a 
changing climate?  What can we do to ensure they are resilient to change?

The level of support and on-the-ground knowledge of the great people who work there has 
made working with Pepperwood and establishing a field site a wonderful experience. 

- Professor David Ackerly, UC Berkeley  

Above:  a majestic oak tree, © Gerald and Buff Corsi.  Opposite:  two adorable fawns photographed by one of our motion-activated wildlife cameras.4



REVEALING OUR WILDLIFE

Sue Townsend, PhD is the person you want on your team if you are looking to implement a scientific wildlife monitoring system. 
She has just wrapped up an innovative World Bank funded three-year study in Mongolia to test the Wildlife Picture Index (WPI) 
as a conservation tool to measure trends in biodiversity. Pepperwood is thrilled to help realize Dr. Townsend’s dream of bringing 
this cutting-edge research approach home to California: she is now serving as Principal Investigator for our regional wildlife 
camera initiative, the first of its kind in North America.

Developed by international conservation leaders including the Wildlife Conservation Society and the Zoological Society of London, 
the WPI offers a non-intrusive way to reliably detect small to large mammals that would otherwise be too difficult or too expensive 
to document. By strategically installing a total of 20 cameras throughout the preserve, the effect is like having a biologist parked 
at each site to take wildlife observations year-round.  We have now placed 20 additional cameras on our sister reserve, Audubon 
Canyon Ranch’s Modini Mayacamas Preserves.  These camera traps are a highly effective means of capturing wildlife data while 
causing no harm to the animals.  We will use the data to quantify wildlife occupancy on the preserves over time.

Critical to the success of this project has been the effective engagement of citizen scientists in the maintenance of the camera 
arrays and proper downloading of the precious wildlife imagery.  Pepperwood’s Preserve Ecologist Michelle Halbur worked 
closely with Dr. Townsend to craft training materials and protocols for qualified volunteers.  As these methods provide a cost-
effective model for wildlife camera users throughout the region, Pepperwood recently convened a wildlife camera user group, 
Wildlife Observer Network-Bay Area, to provide a platform for sharing protocols and best practices towards compilation of a 
regional data set to take our understanding of Northern California wildlife to a whole new level!

Pepperwood is the first site in North America to utilize the cutting-edge 
Wildlife Picture Index (WPI), a method for measuring the diversity 

and distribution of wildlife using motion-activated cameras.

The Wildlife Picture Index is a metric for detecting trends in biodiversity and an excellent 
long-term monitoring tool. Pepperwood is providing the opportunity to pilot this 

landscape level camera trapping effort in temperate North America for the first time. 
 - Sue Townsend, Principal Investigator



MEASURING NATURE’S VITAL SIGNS
Pepperwood is transforming our research preserve into a sentinel site 
capable of tracking nature’s health indicators over time. 

WATERSHED 
HYDROLOGY
Our landscape is comprised of 
watershed basins shaped by Northern 
California's complex geography of mountain 
ranges and valleys. The shape and structure of these 
watersheds influence how incoming rainfall gets cycled 
through the land, streams, and estuaries.  At Pepperwood we measure
the dynamics of water storage and depletion in our soils and streams and develop 
strategies to keep our watersheds healthy in the face of an increasingly variable water cycle.

Key drivers of all living processes include the energy provided by the sun and the 
water supplied by seasonal weather patterns. Working with the US Geological 
Survey and the National Weather Service, Pepperwood has installed weather 
monitoring equipment on site to accurately measure factors 
including temperature, rainfall, humidity, and wind speed 
and direction.  In addition, Pepperwood is part 
of a cutting-edge research collaborative 
to monitor fog frequency and its 
impact on local conditions.  This 
provides a site-specific climate 
database that we can use 
to understand how 
native plants and 
animals respond 
to our variable 
weather.

CLIMATE

Above top: autumn sunset over Pepperwood, © Tom Greco.  Bottom:  Pepperwood’s Weimar Falls, © Greg Damron. 
Opposite top: acorn from a coast live oak on the preserve, © Sandi Funke. Bottom:  a bobcat captured by one of our wildlife cameras.6



Pepperwood tracks the pulse of our lives and landscapes to monitor 
nature's health status and how to best enhance and protect it.

Weather and vegetation influence the 
life cycles of our local wildlife by controlling 

habitat structure, available water and food, mating 
season dynamics, and the ability to ensure the survival 

of offspring.  With our citizen scientists we track the distribution 
of birds, amphibians and reptiles around the preserve.  We are now using 

motion-activated cameras to track mammalian wildlife diversity and occupancy over 
time.  By better understanding drivers of wildlife distribution and migration, Pepperwood 

will help guide the identification and protection of wildlife corridors throughout our region.

WILDLIFE 
POPULATIONS

PLANT RESPONSE
The distribution of different kinds of plants across the landscape is controlled by climate combined 

with watershed hydrology. The timing of the plant life cycle, also called phenology, is finely 
tuned to the weather.  In partnership with the University of California and 

Sonoma State, Pepperwood has installed long-term monitoring 
transects in our abundant grasslands and forests. As a 

result, we will better understand what drives plant 
species distributions, survival and growth 

rates, and reproductive success. Given 
recent trends towards warmer 

and drier conditions, we will 
be able to see how the 

plants respond and in 
turn how habitat 

structure and 
fire risks may 

change.
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Getting outside is important because it connects you with nature in a different 
way.  You begin to understand how the natural world works.
- 2013 TeenNat Intern  



BRINGING SCIENCE TO LIFE
Pepperwood connects our community with the best in natural history instruction.  

Regardless of age or background, our diverse range of educational offerings 
engage, inspire and empower people to become better nature stewards.

The 2012-2013 academic year was our most successful to date.  
Weekend class offerings included natural science courses about 
wildlife tracking, mushrooms, and wildflowers to name a few, as 
well as classes in the humanities like watercolor, drawing, and 
journaling. Many offerings are designed for families, including 
overnights and birding expeditions. We feature renowned 
instructors like astronomer Bing Quock of the California Academy 
of Sciences and herbalist Autumn Summers of the California 
School of Herbal Studies.  Our 3,200 acre preserve provides a 
living laboratory as participants explore our trails and experience 
the lives and landscapes they are learning about first-hand.

92% of participants surveyed agreed they 
appreciate our local environment more 
because of their experience at Pepperwood.

Opposite: a western screech owl photographed by 13-year-old TeenNat Intern Nurel Arriaran. 
Top: a fourth grader in Pepperwood’s SCENIQ program writes in his nature journal, © Sandi Funke. 
Bottom: Professor Nick Geist of Sonoma State University teaches a class on reptiles and amphibians at Pepperwood, © Tom Greco.

Combining science and art 
to inspire passion for nature

Pepperwood delivers a comprehensive approach to environmental education. We fill a vital need for enhancing science-based 
learning for local elementary through high school students and provide opportunities for Santa Rosa Junior College students to 
engage with researchers on-site. We also offer a wide range of community education classes geared for everyone in the family.  

Discover Nature: free science 
lectures for our community
Discover Nature lectures bring world experts in 
ecology to Pepperwood where they engage directly 
with our community.  This year we hosted many 
esteemed speakers including two UC Berkeley 
professors. Dr.  Todd Dawson shared his ground-
breaking research on redwoods and Dr. Gordon 
Frankie presented on bees native to our region and 
what people can do to attract them to their gardens. 
Our lectures cover a wide range of natural history 
topics that inspire conservation action.
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Research shows that spending more time in nature during childhood is like planting a seed that will grow into a lifelong 
appreciation of the natural world.  And since the environmental challenges facing our world will only grow in severity, it is critical 
to inspire and empower the next generation starting today. 

Pepperwood provides an incredible opportunity for elementary and middle school students to discover the value of the great 
diversity of plant and animal life found in our region. In the 2012-2013 school year, 930 students from area schools participated 
in our year-long SCENIQ program that introduces our youth to the natural sciences through direct experience. For example, 
students learn about the life cycles of oak trees, then observe seasonal changes in flowering and acorn production first-hand 
on the preserve. It is this experiential approach to learning that makes biology come alive! Between field trips, Pepperwood 
educators visit children in their classrooms and provide teachers with supplemental materials to enhance science curricula.

A CHILD’S LIVING LABORATORY

100% of teachers surveyed agreed that their students became more curious about 
the natural world after participating in Pepperwood’s SCENIQ program.

3,200 acres of pristine wild lands and over 900 species of plants and animals. 
A curriculum for 1st through 6th graders inspired by Pepperwood research and 
state science standards.  All less than 25 minutes from downtown Santa Rosa.

SCENIQ is Students Conducting Environmental Inquiry
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I like visiting the preserve twice and the length of the field trips. 
The classroom visit kept the thread of the program. I liked that 
my students recognized some things from the first visit on the 
second, and noticed the difference in seasonal plants and animals.

 

-Teacher who participated in SCENIQ 

The school year may end with the start of summer but 
the educational fun in nature continues at Pepperwood’s 
summer camp.  Campers are immersed in a world of 
science and nature, exploring the preserve and learning 
the basics of scientific inquiry from Pepperwood educators.  
They look for insects and amphibians at the pond, examine 
their favorite creatures under microscopes, and play fun 
nature-themed games.  Year-round opportunities for youth 
engagement in nature are essential for establishing strong, 
positive relationships with the environment!

BUDDING BIOLOGISTS 
SUMMER CAMP

Opposite: Educator Jesse Robinson leads students for an exploration of Pepperwood’s Turtle Pond, © Gerald & Buff Corsi. 
Top: SCENIQ participants from Hidden Valley Elementary enjoy one of the preserve’s many vistas, © Sandi Funke.  
Bottom: a participant at the 2013 Budding Biologists Summer Camp examines an insect he caught at the pond, © Tom Greco.

Margaret Boeger,  Schools Program Manager
A founding member of the Pepperwood team, Margaret has been managing our first 
through sixth grade education program since 2006. She is a wildlife biologist who has 
spent time living and conducting research in the Alaskan wilderness. At Pepperwood, 
Margaret develops curricula with our education team, coordinates the SCENIQ program 
with local school teachers and administrators, and still has time to get out in the field 
and teach! Margaret’s talent, dedication, and leadership are a big part of what makes 
Pepperwood such an incredible place.
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CONNECTING TEENS & NATURE

Can you believe that the above image was 
captured by a 17-year-old? The photographer is 
Brynna Thigpen, one of 28 teens who completed 
Pepperwood’s inaugural TeenNat internship. 
This summer TeenNat interns spent a month 
exploring the preserve and recording research-
grade observations of the many plants and 
animals found at Pepperwood.  They engaged with 
Pepperwood researchers to learn about careers 
in science and were trained in basic methods 
of scientific research. The interns collected data 
for Save the Redwoods League and contributed 
over 370 observations to the iNaturalist.org 
biodiversity database. Several high school seniors 
who participated in TeenNat are now inspired 
to pursue advanced degrees in environmental 
science next year at the University of California.  
TeenNat was showcased as a model teen program 
at the 2013 North American Association for 
Environmental Education convention.

I gained so much inspiration. The value 
of this experience cannot be replaced.  
For me, it was perspective changing. 

None can escape that feeling of awe that surrounds us 
when we observe natural wonders, from the intricate 

details of a dragonfly’s wing to a tree that has withstood 
centuries... the awe is inherent, sometimes it just needs 
to be unlocked. That is what TeenNat does, and that is 

what Pepperwood does. They did it for me, and 
they did it for the rest of the interns.

The TeenNat 
program here at 
Pepperwood has 

guided me in how I 
want to live my life.

 

- Brynna Thigpen,
TeenNat Intern

- Tommy Nguyen, TeenNat Intern

- Jacob Gill, TeenNat Intern
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A PATHWAY TO CAREERS IN SCIENCE

In addition to sponsoring the wildly popular two-semester accredited Natural 
History of Pepperwood course, many Santa Rosa Junior College (SRJC) classes 
regularly visit the preserve to enhance student experiences.

In 2013 we offered new internship opportunities including the inaugural 
Pepperwood Stephen J. Barhart Herbarium Internship, which provides a stipend 
for SRJC students to participate in a year-long research project at Pepperwood. 

By offering opportunities for students to get practical experience in conservation 
science, Pepperwood helps them to develop the skills and connections 
necessary to be competitive in a tough job market.

Pepperwood provides local students with opportunities for hands-on 
experiences in conservation science. Our partnership with the Santa Rosa 

Junior College includes unique internships that open doors to careers in science.

Prahlada Papper, Barnhart Herbarium Intern
Few volunteers have dedicated as much time to Pepperwood as Prahlada, 
whose participation ranges from his fungi survey project, to leading van tours at 
our Wildflower Festival, to his more recent involvement establishing California 
Phenology Project transects at Pepperwood as our first Barnhart Herbarium 
Intern. Phenology is the study of plant and animal life cycles and how they 
change year to year based on factors like precipitation and temperature. 
Prahlada is helping Pepperwood develop a system for observing and recording 
such changes to be sustained by future interns, volunteers, and citizen scientists, 
providing critical data to natural resource and agricultural land managers.

Carey Lang, Summer Intern
Carey joined us from Mount Holyoke College in Massachusetts where she 
is studying ecology and plant biology.  Her internship was made possible 
thanks to Louise Massie, a donor committed to sponsoring career enhancing 
experiences. At Pepperwood, Carey created a biodiversity database that 
combines data from multiple research projects plus archives from the California 
Academy of Sciences. Carey also served as a group leader in the TeenNat 
program, an experience that has inspired her to explore careers in education.

I’ve really enjoyed interacting with kids who love to learn as 
much as I do, and I’ve even impressed myself with the things 
I’ve been able to teach them.

- Carey Lang, Summer Intern

Opposite: TeenNat interns Tommy Nguyen, Rebecca Fernandes, and Nurel Arriaran, photos © Liana Hibbard. 
Top: UC Berkeley graduate student Matthew Britton pauses to record notes during a study on oaks, © Michelle Halbur. 13



POWERED BY  VOLUNTEERS

5,480+ hours donated annually by 
Pepperwood volunteers.

Pepperwood’s volunteer program is vital to the success of our mission.  We are blessed 
by a community of conservation-minded students, families, and people from diverse 
backgrounds who share our passion for protecting Northern California’s wild lands. 

From trekking out to our 20 wildlife cameras in remote areas of the preserve and downloading data, to creating and now 
cultivating our native plant Demonstration Garden, to supporting our weekend classes or managing our library collections, 
volunteers are an essential part of everyday operations at Pepperwood.  

Marion Larsen, Library Volunteer
To put it simply, Pepperwood would not have a library without Marion’s help.  Because of 
her guidance and skills, we now have a collection of over 600 nature and science-related 
books and publications. The focus of our library is on field guides and resources for youth.  
The collection is accessible to local teachers, researchers, and Pepperwood Stewards on-
site and via a searchable online catalogue.  Marion is an invaluable part of our organization 
and we thank her for her support!

Ways to 
become 
involved

The Demonstration Garden is a perfect example 
of our community coming together to make great 
things happen. Michael Golas, landscape architect and 
Pepperwood Steward, donated his time and expertise 
to lead construction of the garden.  He was supported 
by a team of volunteers who banded together to 
create a beautiful and accessible model of native plant 
gardening just steps away from the Dwight Center.

•  Attend one of our monthly workdays and 
   help us remove invasive species, clear trails 
   for our school programs, and more!

•  Become a citizen scientist and participate  
    in one of our special research programs 
    like our wildlife camera project.

•  Volunteer at our annual Wildflower 
   Festival and strengthen the connection   
   between nature and our community.

• Become a Pepperwood Steward and   
   participate as an integral part of our   
   research and educational programming.

Above:  volunteers during initial construction of the Demonstration Garden, © Michelle Halbur. 

Visit www.pepperwoodpreserve.org to learn more about volunteering.
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REVITALIZING THE LAND

Managing a 3,200 acre preserve is no simple task.  Like others who manage large parcels of land, Pepperwood is faced with 
critical decisions about how we can best steward our landscapes and the plants and animals that call them home.  Guided 
by our extensive web of research projects, we are innovating land management best practices applicable far beyond the 
boundaries of our preserve.  We are testing an experimental grazing program designed to favor the growth of native grasses 
and wildflowers in our grasslands. Our restoration work involves removing invasive weeds, collecting and propagating native 
grass seeds, and planting them in weed treatment areas.  We also actively manage our oak woodlands and measure acorn 
production to track their health over time.  These are just a few examples of the actions we’re taking to revitalize our land and 
make it more resilient in the face of a changing climate.

Pepperwood models science-based best practices in managing our preserve.  
We design and demonstrate techniques that can be adopted by Mediterranean 
land and water stewards around the globe.

Our Native American Council provides 
insight based on millennia of cultural land 
management knowledge and practices.
The Council membership is self-determined and includes 
Sonoma County elders from the Wappo, Pomo, and 
Miwok tribal groups as well as other esteemed tribal 
elders. The Council provides valuable advocacy for Native 
cultural awareness in all of Pepperwood’s programs.  
The Council oversees all scientific projects, educational 
programs, publications, and exhibits that relate to the 
ethnographic history of the preserve. In addition, the 
Council provides Pepperwood with direction regarding its 
important relationships with Native tribes and associations. 

15Above:  A preserve meadow photographed in the spring, © Tom Greco. Bottom: Pepperwood’s Native American Council, from left to right: Lucy 
McKay, Clint McKay, Ben Benson, Christi Gabaldon, L. Frank Manriquez, and Brenda Flyswithhawks. Not pictured: Kathleen Smith and Nancy Napolitan.



The runoff of sediment from roads into streams and creeks can degrade water quality and harm fish and other wildlife 
populations downstream. Pepperwood’s lands comprise the headwaters for critical salmon rearing habitat of the lower Russian 
River.  Rain falling on the preserve runs down off the Mayacamas Mountains and filters into three distinct local drainage areas, 
making the condition of the preserve extremely important to the health of waterways located even miles away.

Because rainfall is the main driver behind runoff, Pepperwood measures precipitation via two weather stations at the preserve. 
We also measure stream flow on our largest seasonal creek that drains into the Mark West Watershed.  We share this critical 
data with organizations including the Sonoma County Water Agency to gage the health of the Santa Rosa Plain’s water resources.

Thanks to our partnership with the Sonoma Resource Conservation District,  the 
City of Santa Rosa’s Pepperwood Preserve Nutrient Offset Project improved miles of 
unpaved roads at Pepperwood to enhance the health of Sonoma County’s waterways.

PROTECTING OUR STREAMS

I really like the science emphasis at Pepperwood.  
That’s the main thing that got me hooked.

Dave has a background in electrical engineering and is a self-described “weather 
hobbyist.” He was introduced to Pepperwood in 2009 by enrolling in the SRJC’s 
Natural History of Pepperwood course and then joined Pepperwood’s Steward 
program.  Dave plays an instrumental role in Pepperwood’s climate monitoring 
efforts and installed both of our weather stations.

Dave Andersen, Pepperwood Weather Steward

You can view data from the weather station and photos from 
our fog cam at www.pepperwoodweather.org.

Above: restoration contractors remove a double culvert (seen at the bottom left) that has been impeding water flow through the preserve.

- Dave Andersen, Pepperwood Steward
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17Above: Pepperwood staff, from left to right: Lisa Micheli, Sandi Funke, Margaret Boeger, Nicole Barden, Julie Bartice, Steve Barnhart, Adrienne Pettit, 
Michelle Halbur, and Tom Greco. Not pictured: Michael Gillogly, Jesse Robinson, and Ben Benson. Bottom: Preserve Manager Michael Gillogly.



$100,000 and up
Jean-Pierre Conte
Herb & Jane Dwight

$10,000 to $99,999
Anonymous
The Bedford Family Foundation
The Ernest L. and Ruth W. Finley Foundation
Roger and Michele Burch
Christensen Fund
William and Selina Dwight
JiJi Foundation
Kimball Foundation
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
Donald and Maureen Green Foundation
Mike and Karen Kasper
Audubon’s Toyota TogetherGreen Fellowship
Jean Schulz
Joseph and Kathryn Zils

Jay and Karen Abbe 
American AgCredit
Greer and Veronica Arthur
Lindsay and Kirsten Austin
Stephen and Linda Barnhart
Jon H. Bechtel
Belvedere Foundation
Best Buy Children’s Foundation
William and Nancy Blount
Douglas and Sarah Brown
Joe and Judy Brumbaugh
Bill and Nancy Carle
Codding Foundation
Community Foundation 
    Sonoma County
Gerald and Buff Corsi
Paul and Hallie Downey
Ken Drexler
Julia Grant
Bill and Jean Graustein
Steve and Mary Graves
Jackson Family Wines
Tony King and Pam Glasscock
Coby LaFayette-Kelleher and   
    Kevin Kelleher

John and Daryl Lillie
Lyle and Anne Micheli
George and Nancy Montgomery
National Science Foundation
Midstate Construction
Norman and Karen Panting
Norma Person
North Face Explore Fund
Eric Rossin and Beth Weisburn
Roger and Vicki Sant
Save the Redwoods League
Sonoma County Fish and 
    Wildlife Commission
Anneke Shurtleff
Jack Stuppin
Henry and Eileen Trione
Uplands Family Foundation
Steve and Susan Vargas
Ken and Kelo Waldorf
Jim and Dotty Walters
Nelson and Jane Weller
Fred and Patricia Wiele
Mike and Bobbie Wilsey
Laurie Wood

$1,000 to $9,999

FRIENDS & SUPPORTERS
Pepperwood is a wonderful institution where 

my family and I are dedicating resources to truly 
focus on the moral imperative of preserving the 

environment for future generations through science 
based education and research.

- Jean-Pierre Conte

Background photo from an October 2013 Members’ Hike 
at Pepperwood.  The donations acknowledged on these pages 
were received between July 2012 and October 2013. All contributions to the 
Pepperwood Foundation are fully tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

We are grateful to the 
community for its support!

I support a bright future for Northern California, 
which requires robust agriculture and industry 

alongside natural beauty and open spaces. I support 
a future where nature thrives in concert with 

humanity.  THAT is why I support Pepperwood.
- Paul Downey

Pepperwood Preserve - what a gem we have in our 
own backyard!  This piece of nature and history is for 
us all to value and protect - for generations to come.

- Grace Cheung-Schulman

Pepperwood provides a unique 
setting for ecological awareness 
and the opportunity to practice 
conservation stewardship right 

here in Sonoma County... There is 
no better place to surround yourself 

in the native cultures and natural 
ecology that unite to make up this 

beautiful land we live on.
- Steve Hogle

My husband Leonel and I make 
our small gifts thoughtfully, to 
support the people, places and 
programs that connect with our 
deepest values.... It is our heartfelt 
desire to protect the wilderness 
areas of this county we call home. 

- Ann and Leonel Carranza
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2012-2013 FINANCIALS

Statement of Financial Position 
as of June 30, 2013

Statement of Activities for 
Year Ended June 30, 2013

Assets

Total assets

Liabilities and net assets

Total liabilities

Net assets

Total net assets

Total liabilities and net assets

Cash and cash equivalents 
Accounts receivable
Pledges receivable
Prepaid expenses
Property and equipment

$422,259
1,000

482,062
35,975

21,093,294

22,034,590

Accounts payable 44,505
Accrued liabilities 33,705

78,210

Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted

21,272,333
684,047

21,956,380

$22,034,590

Revenue and support
Community Foundation grants

donor advised fund
Other foundation grants
Contributions
User and program fees

$500,000

750
84,311
24,589

Total revenue and support

Total expenses

Expenses*

Change in net assets

Program

1,473,528

General and administrative
1,450,745

191,719

1,813,672

(340,144)

21,612,477

$21,272,333

Easement revenue
Rental income
Government grants
Special event
Miscellaneous

25,000
27,550

702
4,104

30
Interest income
Net assets released from restriction

32
806,460

Development 171,208

Net assets, beginning of year

Net assets, end of year

Unrestricted
Temporarily 
Restricted

$100,000

175,090
19,080

200

(505,497)

-
-

           -

(505,497)

1,189,544

$684,047

1,000
-

5,593
-
-
-

(806,460)

           -

2013

$600,000

175,840
103,391
24,789

968,031

1,450,745
191,719

1,813,672

(845,641)

22,802,021

$21,956,380

26,000
27,550
6,295
4,104

30
32

           -

171,208

Pepperwood is a public charitable organization under the 501(c)3 tax code 
and a supporting organization of the California Academy of Sciences and the 
Community Foundation Sonoma County.  The condensed financial statements 
presented above were prepared on an accrual basis and reflect Pepperwood 
Foundation’s audited financial statements for the year ended June 30, 2013. 
The organization’s complete audited financial statements can be found at 
www.pepperwoodpreserve.org. 

EXPENSES

Programs
80%

General & Admin 
11%

Development
8%

2013

* Expenses include a total of $374,825 in allocated depreciation.
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Back cover top: black bear © Gerald and Buff Corsi, Focus on Nature, Inc. Back cover bottom (left to right): exploring one of Pepperwood’s 
ponds, © Sophia Porter.  Arborist Bruce Hagan teaching a class on caring for oaks, © Steve Barnhart.  Volunteer workday at the 
Demonstration Garden, © Michelle Halbur.  Student participating in the SCENIQ program, © Sandi Funke.  

http://www.pepperwoodpreserve.org


Every season, Pepperwood’s Cultural Resources Coordinator Benjamin Benson 
transforms Pepperwood’s library into a beautiful gallery to host the works of 
renowned artists like Jack Stuppin, Tony King, and Pamela Glasscock. It has also 
featured an exhibit of photographs taken by our TeenNat interns, and images 
from our wildlife cameras. In 2013 a group of local painters led by Pepperwood 
Steward Bill Gittins shared plein air works created on each solstice and equinox 
to capture seasonal changes on the preserve. Our growing collections include 
incredible artworks woven by Pomo basket weavers and an amazing collection of 
historical Edward S. Curtis photographic prints donated by Bob and Julia Santos.

Art provides a powerful window on the natural world.

GALLERY HIGHLIGHTS

Above:  Pamela Glasscock’s watercolor entitled May to March. Edward S. Curtis print A Zuni Governor.  Pomo baskets in the Pepperwood 
collection. Paintings of bristlecone pines from Tony King’s The Oldest Trees show on display in the Dwight Center Gallery. Series of plein air 
paintings by Bill Gittins done in December, March, June, and September (from left to right). 



www.pepperwoodpreserve.org  |  (707) 591-9310
2130 Pepperwood Preserve Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95404

Our mission is to advance science-based conservation 
throughout our region and beyond.

Volunteer
at a monthly workday, 
our annual Wildflower 
Festival, or become a 
Pepperwood Steward 
for a more in-depth 
experience!

Invest
and become a member 
of Pepperwood with a 
tax-deductible donation 
to help us protect the 
lives and landscapes of 
Northern California.

Visit Us
for one of our free 
naturalist-led hikes 
or Discover Nature 
lectures. Dates and 
times are available 
on our website.

Take a Class
on anything from wildlife 
tracking to watercolor.  
We offer the best 
instructors and some 
of the most affordable 
rates in our area.

THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO GET INVOLVED!

Sign up for our e-newsletter to get the latest updates on Pepperwood research and upcoming 
classes.  Visit our website or send an email to media@pepperwoodpreserve.org to register.

http://www.pepperwoodpreserve.org

