2016 Annual Report
Advancing the health of Northern
California’s land, water and wildlife

Pepperwood’s mission is
to advance science-based
conservation throughout
our region and beyond

Thanks to you, Pepperwood is a thriving hub for conservation science and
environmental education. Whether you’re a Pepperwood member, a regular volunteer
at our workdays, a parent with children in our elementary school program, a legacy
donor, an aspiring scientist interning with us, or you’ve taken one of our classes—
however you’re involved with Pepperwood, you’re making a difference. Together, we
are an inspiring and diverse community that cares deeply about the natural world.
Thank you for your commitment to making it a better place!

Above: Elementary school students in Pepperwood’s SCENIQ program examine sticky monkey flower leaves during a trip to our preserve.
Cover: Pepperwood’s Fall 2016 Santa Rosa Junior College Conservation Science Interns (from left to right) Paulina Hernandez, Micaela Bush,
Mario Balitbit, and Omar Acosta, photo by Sandi Funke. Opposite: Silver bush lupine, photo by Tom Greco.

From the President
Dear Friends,
2016 was a banner year for Pepperwood! It began with a celebration
of our 10-year anniversary and culminated in our official graduation to
a stand-alone 501(c)(3) organization. In order to cross this important
threshold, we needed to pass what the IRS calls “the community support
test,” proving that Pepperwood has garnered diverse support from our
community as a whole. And thanks to you we easily passed that test!
The overwhelming sensation of the Pepperwood team is one of
awesome gratitude for all the dimensions of this special place where
families, scientists, and decision-makers coalesce in nature. Through this
coalescence, something stronger emerges from the whole than simply
the sum of parts: there is synergy. And through this synergy, we achieve
amazing results that benefit the natural world.
We close this year in deep reflection to shape Pepperwood’s next
chapter. We will be hard at work formulating the next steps of our
strategic plan in 2017. Fueling our progress are Pepperwood’s core
values, listed below, and shared by members of the Pepperwood family.
We are determined to make the biggest, most positive impact possible.

Innovation — achieving out-of-the box solutions by bringing
conservation organizations, leading scientists and government entities
together to craft solutions to today’s conservation challenges.
Integrity — using science and evidence-based practices to provide a
common ground for understanding the status of our natural resources in
the context of diverse cultural and political viewpoints.

Inclusivity — welcoming everyone from our diverse community,
whether a novice or expert, in reading nature’s text, and seeking to
embody the rich cultural background of our community.
Where we have been and where we are going are only possible
because of you and your commitment to keep nature and humanity
thriving in this region we call home.
With great thanks,

Lisa Micheli, PhD
President & CEO
Pepperwood Foundation
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Your support brings science to life
Thanks to incredible community support over our first decade, Pepperwood
has emerged as a leader in advancing the health of Northern California’s
land, water and wildlife.
Here are highlights of what you’ve made possible this past year.
• Powerful collaborations with some
of the nation’s leading universities and
environmental organizations to leverage a
collective impact

• A template for climate adaptation
forged by partnering our scientists with
local resource managers

• Innovative research advancing land and
water management solutions in response
to California’s drought

• Life-altering internships for local teens
and college students who conduct field
research and discover careers in the
natural sciences

• Critical partnerships around fire
mitigation and forest health to reduce the
risk of catastrophic fire

• Immersive nature experiences for people
of all ages, including many children who are
exploring the outdoors for the first time

• An expanding monitoring network
improving habitat conservation so that
wildlife and ecosystems thrive

• Over 7,500 visitors to the Dwight Center
for Conservation Science this year and
over 40,000 since it opened in 2010
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A visionary leader
Pepperwood’s President & CEO Dr. Lisa Micheli is also our
lead researcher and chief visionary
Pepperwood’s founding leader
In 2009, four years after establishing the Pepperwood
Foundation, Herb and Jane Dwight selected Dr. Lisa
Micheli as its first Executive Director, and she now serves
as President & CEO. A watershed scientist who trained
at Harvard, Cambridge, and UC Berkeley, Lisa brought
25 years of technical, policy and management experience
to Pepperwood. With her team, she framed a vision for
transforming Pepperwood into a Northern California
hub for conservation research and education that bridges
science and land management. Through her leadership
and the enthusiastic response from our community,
Pepperwood has evolved into a dynamic center for applied
conservation.

I explained to Lisa that Pepperwood by its
very nature was going to be an entrepreneurial
experience, and that it would only become what
she and her leadership were capable of creating.
Six years later, as a direct result of Lisa’s
leadership, we are blessed with a talented and
dedicated staff, a nationally-recognized reputation
for achievement in conservation science, and a
robust educational program. And, thanks to Lisa
and her crew, we’re just getting started.
- Herb Dwight, Co-Founder and Chairman,
Pepperwood Foundation

Opposite: 2016 TeenNat intern Kimberly photographs a praying mantis, photo by Sandi Funke. Above: Pepperwood’s President & CEO Dr. Lisa
Micheli (left) and Dr. David Ackerly of UC Berkeley at one of our weather stations, photo by Tom Greco.
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The future of nature is at stake
The challenges facing our natural places are big - how can we prepare to
meet issues such as climate change, wildfires and habitat fragmentation?

Pepperwood advances an integrated approach to
Our Sentinel Site leverages both technology and citizen
science to collect data critical to understanding how
climate change and other factors are impacting
the health of our plant and animal life.

We help people of all ages
and walks of life discover the
wonders of nature and inspire
them to make a difference.
Many of our expansive
educational offerings
are bilingual.

Growing an
ecoliterate
community

Citizen science and internship opportunities
empower local teens, college students and
volunteers to make meaningful contributions to
conservation science, at Pepperwood and beyond.
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Taking
nature’s
pulse

Your
powers
for a
natural

Empowering
conservation
action

Maximizing our collective impact
We know we must work together to ensure a bright future where
nature thrives alongside humanity for generations to come

o solving our most pressing environmental issues.
Pepperwood collaborates with some of the nation’s finest
universities and research agencies to produce the
best climate-ecosystem knowledgebase for local
landscapes available anywhere in the nation.

Building a
knowledgebase

support
solutions
vibrant
world

Informing
decision
making

Establishing
best
practices

Science informs how we
manage our preserve and
creates an evidence-based
framework for stewarding
natural places throughout
Northern California
and beyond.

We partner directly with the people and
agencies tasked with managing our natural
resources, and provide a model for coordinated
public-private conservation action.

Background: A Pepperwood grassland featuring purple needlegrass (California’s state grass!), photo by Michelle Halbur.
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Fire mitigation and forest health
Your tremendous
tremendous support
support launched
launched aa new
new initiative
initiative to
to make
make our
our
Your
communities more
more resilience
resilient ininthe
communities
theface
faceofofclimate-related
climate-relatedthreats
threats

Responding to an urgent need
The 2015 Valley Fire destroyed nearly 1,300 homes and
burned 76,000 acres, making it the third most catastrophic
wildfire in California’s history. It illustrated a critical need for
regional collaboration focused on making our communities
more resilient in the face of climate change and increasing
fire risk. Commemorating our 10-year anniversary at our
October 3rd Sunset Celebration, we asked for your support
to create the Fire Mitigation and Forest Health Initiative in
partnership with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).
This initiative coordinates research and land management
efforts in California’s Coast Range region spanning from the
Mayacamas Mountains to the newly-designated 330,000
acre Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument.

Reintroducing prescribed fire
We partnered with CAL FIRE to implement a 7-acre
prescribed burn in our grasslands. Targeting the invasive
Medusahead weed, we’re now working with UC Berkeley to
analyze the impacts of this fire on ecosystem health and fuel
load reduction, and researching best practices for reseeding
native plants in the burn zone. We’re grateful to our Native
Advisory Council for their leadership in sharing traditional
ecological knowledge around prescribed fire. This work is
informing prescribed burn efforts throughout our region.
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Above: Pepperwood blue oak woodland, photo by Michelle Halbur.

Thank you for investing
in Pepperwood’s
Fire Mitigation and Forest
Health Initiative!
I am excited about Pepperwood’s leadership in
bringing a much needed scientific perspective to
forest management, while championing the active
land stewardship style used by Native peoples for
millennia. Increasing the resilience of our forests
should be California’s top priority, and my hope
is that our community bands together to support
Pepperwood in this important work.
- Edward Wallis, Proprietor, Wallis Family Estate Winery
and Pepperwood donor

Here are just a few critical items your support has made possible in recent months.
•

Dr. Lisa Micheli represented Pepperwood at the annual American Geophysical Union meeting at a session on Linking
Climate Resources for Community Resilience hosted by the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy. Her
presentation included an assessment of how climate-induced drought may increase fire risks in our region.

•

In partnership with the California Coastal Conservancy, Pepperwood completed the Climate Ready North Bay project
to generate climate and fire vulnerability assessments with natural resource agencies based in Marin, Sonoma, Mendocino,
and Napa counties.

•

Pepperwood hosted a ground-breaking Fire Mitigation and Forest Health Workshop with the Federal Bureau of Land
Management and UC Berkeley, bridging from conservation science to practice. We brought together 30 scientists to
consult directly with 30 natural resource managers on topics ranging from impacts of fuel reduction strategies on both fire
risks and biodiversity to strategies for post-fire recovery.

•

Pepperwood was selected to advise the North Coast Resource Partnership, which serves coastal counties from Sonoma
to the Oregon border. We are currently advising on the relationships between climate, hydrology, fire and forest health.
This work will support the Regional Growth Council initiative.

•

Pepperwood partnered with CAL FIRE and UC Berkeley to develop a comprehensive vegetation management plan for
the preserve. We achieved 28 acres of fuels reduction on our preserve this year, thanks in large part to a partnership with
the California Conservation Corps and our dedicated volunteers.

•

We reintroduced prescribed fire to Pepperwood through our partnership with CAL FIRE and are working with UC
Berkeley to scientifically evaluate its benefits to invasive weed management and fuel load reduction.

Thank you for making our communities more resilient!
Above (from left to right): Megan Scheeline of CAL FIRE and Sasha Berleman of UC Berkeley, with Michelle Halbur and Cassandra Liu of Pepperwood.
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Building landscape resiliency
We’re invested in protecting the stunningly diverse ecosystems
of Northern California through science-based conservation

Caring for the land

Active management

Our 3,200 acre preserve is home to over 700 species of
plants and 150 species of animals, reflecting the incredible
biodiversity of the California floristic province. Following
in the footsteps of the Native peoples who have been
stewarding these landscapes for millennia, Pepperwood
takes an active approach to our relationship with the land.
With critical support from dedicated volunteers, we remove
invasive plants, propagate native seedlings, and restore
stream banks to keep our land, water and wildlife thriving. In
partnership with Holistic Ag we’re also studying the impacts
of cattle grazing as a restoration tool for grasslands.

This year, Pepperwood completed our Adaptive Management Plan (AMP), a comprehensive natural resource
management strategy that details how we will care for the
land into the future. Onsite research supports the AMP by
providing a continual feedback loop on the effectiveness of
our management strategy in meeting targeted impacts. Our
stewardship techniques and strategies will be adapted over
time based on these measured outcomes. Pepperwood’s
AMP will serve as a valuable resource for other preserves
and open spaces throughout Northern California.

When there is an abundance of perennial, native
grasses, roots go down deep into the ground, water
percolates, there is less runoff, and organic matter
is increased in the top soil providing better soil for
grasses to grow. Improving this process through
effective ecological management benefits plant and
wildlife habitat, agriculture and livestock production.
- Michael Gillogly, Preserve Manager
Pepperwood Foundation
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Top: View north from Pepperwood’s Three Tree Hill, photo by Christopher Evans. Bottom: Black bear and bobcat photographed by Pepperwood
motion-activated cameras.

A watershed Sentinel Site
Pepperwood is leveraging advances in technology to generate critical data
for organizations tasked with managing our region’s natural resources

Pepperwood is a hub for pioneering conservation research that has given our local natural
resource managers what is now a nationally-recognized scientific framework to help us prepare
for the impacts of climate change. We’re delighted to work with Pepperwood to model how an
innovative public-private partnership can achieve a vision for community resilience.
- Grant Davis, General Manager
Sonoma County Water Agency

Climate-ecosystem interaction

Supporting Russian River health

What will the future hold for Northern California? How can
we best prepare for the changes to come? Pepperwood’s
Sentinel Site monitoring network collects a wealth of data on
climate, plant communities and wildlife. We’re building a high
resolution picture of how both long-term climate change and
short-term weather events are impacting local landscapes.
And we’re leveraging partnerships with universities and
resource agencies to make sure this information is accessible
and relevant to those who need it.

Pepperwood encompasses key headwaters for the Russian
River. Our expanding network of sensors measures
everything from soil moisture content to stream flow
supply, providing critical real-time data to scientists at the
US Geological Survey and the Sonoma County Water
Agency. These experts are using Pepperwood data to
better understand how water moves through the landscape
and into reservoirs and aquifers. The data is also used
to improve computer models that predict the effects of
extreme weather.

Healthy habitats for wildlife
We share our natural places with a vibrant wildlife community
including bear, mountain lion, fox, coyote and bobcat. Through
our Wildlife Observer Network and ongoing partnership
with wildlife ecologist Dr. Sue Townsend, Pepperwood plays
a leadership role in bringing together the people working to
protect wildlife across the region. With climate change and
habitat fragmentation, it’s more important than ever to use
science to ensure that habitats are healthy and connected.
In collaboration with the UC Berkeley Merenlender Lab, we
are now working with local land managers to use our Wildlife
Picture Index knowledgebase to identify and prioritize habitat
corridors from the Mayacamas to Berryessa mountain ranges.
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Partners in conservation
Your support leverages Pepperwood’s role as a catalyst and convener of
local and national experts to guide conservation partnerships

National leaders in climate adaptation

Climate Ready North Bay

Thanks to funding from the Gordon and Betty Moore
Foundation and Pepperwood donors, the San Francisco Bay
Area now has perhaps the most comprehensive scientific
framework in the nation for how climate change will impact
local natural resources. Founded in 2009 and co-chaired
by Dr. Lisa Micheli and Dr. David Ackerly of UC Berkeley,
Pepperwood’s Terrestrial Biodiversity Climate Change
Collaborative (TBC3) is an interdisciplinary team of experts
evaluating landscape resilience to climate change. TBC3
works directly with land and water managers to draw from
this data and define actionable climate adaptation practices.

This year Pepperwood and the Sonoma County Regional
Climate Protection Authority launched a flagship platform to
empower our community to confront the natural resource
challenges presented by climate change. Climate Ready
North Bay evaluates a range of natural resource factors—
including water supply, forest health, and wildfire risks—and
how they are projected to shift over the coming decades.
The team developed site-specific assessments customized to
the individual needs of local cities and resource management
agencies in Sonoma, Marin and Napa counties to guide longterm planning.

The future of our region depends on targeting our natural resource work to ensure resilience in the
face of climate change. Think of Pepperwood as the rudder that steers Sonoma County’s conservation
investments, ensuring our local cities and agencies can make the best possible decisions.
- James Gore, 4th District Supervisor, County of Sonoma
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Above: Pepperwood’s President Dr. Lisa Micheli (left) with the Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority’s Board of Directors
(from left to right) Mark Landman, Sarah Gurney, Carol Russell, Tom Chambers, Sam Salmon, Kathy Miller, Laurie Gallian, Chris Coursey, Susan
Gorin, David Rabbitt, Shirlee Zane, and Jack Mackenzie.

Advancing ecoliteracy
Thanks to your generosity, diverse people of all ages are falling in love
with nature at Pepperwood and spending more time outdoors

Local leadership in education

Expanding opportunities for all

Pepperwood’s Education Director, Sandi Funke, is founding
chair of the Sonoma Environmental Education Collaborative
(SEEC), created to advance ecoliteracy by coordinating
vibrant, innovative learning opportunities across the county.
Last winter, Pepperwood hosted a training for SEEC partners
on how to implement the ground-breaking Next Generation
Science Standards. In April 2016, SEEC debuted Day of the
Child – Día del Niño celebrations at 13 sites around the county.
At Pepperwood, this event was bilingual and emphasized
engaging Latino families in fun outdoor activities. We look
forward to making this an annual spring event!

We’re committed to inclusivity, which means that as many
members of our diverse community as possible have
opportunities to participate in activities at Pepperwood.
That’s why an increasing number of our programs—
including many of our family offerings—are bilingual. For
example, kids in our elementary school program benefit
from nature journals featuring vocabulary in both English
and Spanish. Pepperwood’s Family Fun al Fresco – Diversión
Familiar al Aire Libre offers new weekend opportunities for
families to explore nature at Pepperwood. Many of these
events are free or low cost.

Pepperwood is an invaluable resource for the community. Their inclusivity of communities that have limited
resources is commendable, ensuring that nature and sciences are available to all. Every year hundreds of
young men and women are able to get outdoors and explore. We are lucky to have
Pepperwood in our backyard, engaging the next generation of scientists.
- Rebecca Hermosillo, Civic Leader and Sonoma Valley Resident
Above: TeenNat interns (from left to right) Juan, Eddy, and Matthew record observations in Pepperwood’s redwood forest to be used as data for
Save the Redwoods League’s Fern Watch, photo by TeenNat alum Mario Balitbit.
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Boosting science performance
Your donation provides unique opportunities for the next generation to
get in-depth with science and build critical skills that last a lifetime

Science for the schools

A community of nature stewards

Thanks to you, science comes alive for over 800 area
elementary school students each year! In Students
Conducting Environmental Inquiry (SCENIQ), children
explore our 3,200 acre preserve during two visits—one
in the fall and another in the spring—discovering natural
habitats and the amazing creatures that call them home. A
Pepperwood educator visits their classrooms in winter to
reinforce and enhance science learning. Children can now
share their insights on our new SCENIQ Experience web
page. Your support makes SCENIQ possible and provides
transportation scholarships and fee waivers for classrooms
from Title 1 schools.

Each year, Pepperwood’s 40+ classes, workshops, lectures
and hikes allow our community members to build their
knowledge around key ecological concepts and issues, and
then take action using their newly acquired skills. From our
Discover Nature lectures connecting people with expert
storytellers, to our Community Education workshops on
topics ranging from orienteering to landscape painting, these
programs get people excited about the natural world and
inspired to make a difference. Many participants choose
to deepen their connection by volunteering or becoming
Pepperwood members.

The time to observe, touch and ponder the natural world, with the dedicated and skillful staff of
Pepperwood—this is the perfect antidote to the fast paced, technology-filled life of students. Every
student is entitled to slow down and be present, and see that they have a responsibility in keeping our
natural places healthy. This is how we develop stewards of the Earth.
- Connie Petereit, Teacher, Healdsburg Unified School District
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Above: Elementary school students in Pepperwood’s SCENIQ program prepare to search for birds using binoculars, photo by Amie Glass.
Opposite: Pepperwood’s Spring 2016 Santa Rosa Junior College Conservation Science Interns (from left to right) Parth Parikh, Paulina Hernandez,
and Sasha Ruschmeyer pressing plants for Pepperwood’s herbarium, photo by Michelle Halbur.

Forging career pathways in the sciences
You’re making a lasting difference in the lives of local youth, opening doors
for them to explore career pathways in the sciences and gain critical
experience through internships and field study
Hands-on experience for students

Life-changing internships for teens

Each year, hundreds of Santa Rosa Junior College (SRJC)
students use Pepperwood as a living laboratory to enhance
their learning. Moreover, thanks to your support, up to 10
students each year now pursue immersive biology internships
at Pepperwood. One opportunity, offered in partnership with
SRJC’s MESA (Mathematics Engineering Science Achievement)
program, debuted this past spring as a 14-week Conservation
Science Internship giving students invaluable hands-on
experience working with biodiversity data.

Thanks to you,TeenNat brings diverse high school students
together with staff and partner researchers in a 5-week
summer internship where they learn valuable skills,
explore careers in the sciences, and make meaningful
contributions to conservation research. To date, over 100
teens have participated. This year, your generosity enabled
two TeenNat alums to return as paid TeenNat Assistants.
They gained resume-boosting experience and enriched the
current TeenNat experience with mentorship.

Working at Pepperwood has inspired me to focus my education on conservation biology with the hope
that I can help connect our community to the land we so often take for granted.
- Sasha Ruschmeyer, Conservation Science Intern

Above: 2016 TeenNat intern Kimberly Vargas, age 17, photographs a praying mantis, photo by Sandi Funke.
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Powered by citizen scientists
Our amazing volunteers play a vital role in Pepperwood’s research and
education programs - thank you so much for your support and inspiration!
We couldn’t do it without you
Our incredible volunteers are the lifeblood of Pepperwood.
From assisting with grassland restoration and trail
maintenance at workdays to proctoring classes and
assisting with events, volunteers greatly enhance our work.
Seeing people of all ages and walks of life join together in
the common cause of championing nature brings added
inspiration. Thank you for the vital role you play!

Pepperwood Stewards
Stewards are Pepperwood’s highly trained and committed
volunteers. Most are certified UC California Naturalists
through a two-semester natural history course offered in
a partnership between Pepperwood and the Santa Rosa
Junior College. Stewards assist with hikes and classes, support
research projects, and provide critical program input, among
many other things. This year, our amazing Steward Wendy
Herniman was honored for her commitment to Pepperwood
and environmental sustainability at the Santa Rosa City Merit
Awards. We’re so grateful to have these incredible people as
part of the Pepperwood family!
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Pepperwood’s climate-ecosystem research
is supported by dedicated community
volunteers. Here are some of our projects
powered by citizen science:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wildlife camera studies
Grassland and forest monitoring
Plant phenology
Breeding bird survey
Save the Redwoods League’s Fern Watch
Stream flow and rain gauge monitoring
Soil surveys

6,400+ hours

donated by
volunteers in 2016

Above: Pepperwood Wildlife Camera Technician Steven Hammerich (right) shows volunteer Ron Koeberer (left) how to service a
motion-activated wildlife camera, photo © Lisa Frugoli.

Board and staff

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Frank Chong, EdD
President & Superintendent,
Santa Rosa Junior College

Kate Ecker
Consultant to
Social Enterprises

Roger Nelson
President,
Midstate Construction

Jane Dwight
Co-Founder, Secretary

Jean-Pierre Conte
Chairman & Managing Director,
Genstar Capital

Jonathan Foley, PhD
Executive Director, California
Academy of Sciences

Lisa Micheli, PhD
President & CEO,
Pepperwood Foundation

Paul Downey
Treasurer, Investment
Banking Consultant

William Dwight
Founder & CEO,
FamZoo.com

James Gore
4th District Supervisor,
County of Sonoma

OFFICERS
Herb Dwight
Co-Founder, Chairman

PEPPERWOOD STAFF
Operations, Development
& Communications

Environmental Education
& Community Access

Research & Preserve
Management

Lisa Micheli, PhD
President & CEO

Sandi Funke, MSEd
Education Director

Michael Gillogly
Preserve Manager

Julie Bartice
Development Director

Margaret Boeger, MSEd
Youth & Community Project Manager

Michelle Halbur, MS
Preserve Ecologist

Cassandra Liu, MBA
Finance & Operations Manager

Nicole Barden
Environmental Educator

Celeste Dodge, MS
Systems Ecologist

Tom Greco
Communications Manager

Jesse Robinson, MAT
Environmental Educator

Steven Hammerich
Wildlife Camera Technician

Benjamin Benson, MA
Cultural Resources Coordinator

Coby LaFayette
Wildlife Project Associate

Sloane Shinn
Community Associate

Sonja Barringer
Facilities Assistant

Opposite: Volunteers transplant native grasses at a workday, photo by Celeste Dodge. Above (from left to right): Barringer, Funke, Bartice, Liu, Barden,
Greco, Halbur, Dodge, Gillogly, Micheli, Robinson, Boeger, LaFayette, Shinn, and Hammerich. Not pictured: Benson (see page 23).
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Community-supported conservation
Your support is advancing the health of Northern
California’s land, water and wildlife!
Pepperwood membership
Pepperwood membership is a great way to demonstrate
your love for Northern California and your commitment
to conservation and the environment! Members are
the foundation for our work on behalf of nature, and
membership allows you to become part of a dynamic,
environmentally-focused community. Please visit our
website to learn more about Pepperwood membership
and its benefits at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org

Pepperwood’s membership program is simply
the best! I love having such ample opportunity
to be with like-minded folks—those who love
Pepperwood so much they are also supporters!
On every outing I meet new and interesting people
while sharing adventures to “off the beaten path”
locations on hikes, or enjoying yoga. Thank you!
- Julie Jehly, Pepperwood member

Sonoma County is blessed to have a world-class environmental science institute in Pepperwood—an
organization that serves as science advisor to decision-makers in our community and beyond, and offers
incredible opportunities for our diverse youth to explore meaningful ways they can contribute to the health
of our water, land and wildlife through internships and experiential learning.
- Lisa Carreño, Regional Director for Sonoma County, 10,000 Degrees
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Above: Pepperwood members explore a pond and enjoy sweeping panoramas during a hike, photo by Kathy Haas.

2015-2016 financials
We are working to make our children proud
of the future we will leave them.

Statement of Financial Position
as of June 30, 2016
Assets

Statement of Activities for
Year ended June 30, 2016

Cash and cash equivalents
Accounts receivable
Pledges receivable
Prepaid expenses
Property and equipment

2016
$311,891
37,815
179,533
26,958
20,311,304

Total assets

20,867,521

Liabilities and net assets
Accounts payable
Accrued liabilities

Total liabilities

48,627
84,097
132,724

Net assets
Unrestricted
Unrestricted - property
and equipment
Temporarily restricted

197,765
20,311,304

Total net assets

20,734,797

Total liabilities and net assets

225,728

$20,867,521

Revenue and support
Foundation grants
Community Foundation
Sonoma County grants
Contributions
In-kind contributions
User and program fees
Rental income
Easement revenue
Miscellaneous
Government grants
Interest income
Special event revenue
Net assets released from restriction

Total revenue and support
Program
General and administrative
Development

Change in net assets before
depreciation expense
Depreciation expense

Programs
86%

Change in net assets after
depreciation expense
8%
Administration
Development
6%

2016
Total
$190,500

516,815
142,886
174,969
140,026
28,300
26,000
16,144
9,493
90
223,087
373,712

5,000
1,529
(373,712)

516,815
147,886
174,969
140,026
28,300
26,000
17,673
9,493
90
-

1,708,522

(233,683)

1,474,839

1,457,177
144,816
97,805

-

1,457,177
144,816
97,805

1,699,798

-

1,699,798

8,724

(233,683)

(224,959)

372,003

-

372,003

(363,279)

(233,683)

(596,962)

20,872,348

459,411

21,331,759

$20,509,069

$225,728

$20,734,797

Expenses

Total expenses
EXPENSES

$57,000

2016
Temporarily
Restricted
$133,500

2016
Unrestricted

Net assets, beginning of year
Net assets, end of year

Pepperwood Foundation is a public charitable organization under the
501(c)(3) tax code. The condensed financial statements data presented
above was derived from draft audited financial statements. Pepperwood
Foundation’s audited financial statements are available upon request and
also available on our website at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org.
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Above: Pepperwood landscape, photo by Kathy Haas. Opposite: Cultural Resources Coordinator Ben Benson (left) with Pepperwood’s Native
Advisory Council (from left to right) Lucy McKay, Clint McKay, Christi Gabaldon, and L. Frank Manriquez. Not pictured: Brenda Flyswithhawks.

Working together for a bright future
Thanks to you, there is a place where scientists and
community come together to solve Northern California’s
most pressing environmental challenges. Thanks to you,
there is an expanding network of sites collecting critical
data on the health of our region’s plant and animal life.
Thanks to you, hundreds of people from all walks of life
are learning about the natural world and being inspired
to take conservation action.
Thanks to you, there is Pepperwood.

With special thanks to our Native Advisory Council for sharing
their wisdom and being an integral part of the Pepperwood team.
Top left: Visitors catch insects at Pepperwood’s Spring 2015 Open House. Top right: Pepperwood members enjoy views from Roller Coaster Ridge trail
during a hike. Bottom: Development Director Julie Bartice addresses guests at Pepperwood’s Anniversary Sunset Celebration on October 3, 2015.

Pepperwood’s mission
is to advance science-based conservation
throughout our region and beyond.

A family of mountain lions traverses Pepperwood’s
redwoods. Photo by a motion-activated camera from
our Wildlife Picture Index project, scientifically
tracking the health of our wild neighbors.

Get involved with Pepperwood!

Become a member

Take a class

Volunteer

Our 3,200 acre scientific preserve and Dwight Center for Conservation Science are accessible
to the public through robust environmental education offerings and a vibrant membership program.
Visit our website for a full listing of hikes, lectures and classes,
plus information about volunteer opportunities and membership.

www.pepperwoodpreserve.org | (707) 591-9310
2130 Pepperwood Preserve Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95404
© 2016 Pepperwood Foundation. Printed on eco-friendly paper.

