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CAL FIRE implements Pepperwood’s  first 
prescribed burn on 7 acres of grassland
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND MEMBERSHIP INFO ENCLOSED



$50 Individual (one adult)
$85 Couple (two adults)
$110 Family (two adults + children)
$35 Senior (aged 63+)
$25 Student (valid ID required)

Do you know someone 
who would enjoy being a 

Pepperwood member? 
Give them the gift of 

membership today!

2016 MEMBERSHIP LEVELS GIFT MEMBERSHIP

 

YOU BRING SCIENCE TO LIFE

Pepperwood membership is a great way to demonstrate your love for Northern 
California and your commitment to conservation and the environment! Members 
are the foundation for our work on behalf of nature, and membership allows you 
to become part of a dynamic, environmentally-focused community. 

Membership matters

Our membership program strives to give you what you love best:  opportunities 
to be out in nature! 

• Exclusive hikes  —  You’ll be treated to at least one members-only hiking 
excursion each quarter to remote and pristine areas of Pepperwood not 
typically accessible to the public.  Our staff and Stewards will enrich your 
experience through their wealth of natural history knowledge.

• Behind the scenes  —  Get in-depth with two special events each year, 
ranging from updates by our President & CEO to intimate get-togethers with 
scientists discussing today’s most important conservation issues. 

• Discounts and early registration  —  Pepperwood members receive 
early registration on all classes and a discount of at least $5 on those with a fee. 

Finally, with Pepperwood membership, you become part of a strong foundation 
working to secure a healthy and vibrant Northern California.

 Become a Pepperwood member 
using the enclosed donation 
envelope, or donate online at 

www.pepperwoodpreserve.org

 Read on to discover how 
much your gift means to 

people, plants and animals! Members on a recent hike 
photo by Kathy Haas

You’re making a lasting difference in the lives of our local youth.  In this age 
of technological distractions, you’re ensuring young people—including those 
who wouldn’t otherwise have access to environmental education—are given 
opportunities to discover the wonders of nature.  And you’re opening doors  
for youth to explore career pathways in the sciences and gain critical experience 
through internships and field study.  Could anything be more important?  After 
all, the future of the planet is in their hands!

Life-changing education opportunities

Your support fuels Pepperwood’s ability to convene some of our nation’s top 
scientists as we work together studying climate and ecosystem interactions.  We 
partner with organizations like the Bureau of Land Management and UC Berkeley 
to develop solutions for natural resource managers throughout Northern 
California.  Today’s environmental challenges are big. Only through collaboration 
can we ensure a bright future for our land, water and wildlife.

Crucial conservation research
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Your support means the world to us.  Whether you are just getting to know 
Pepperwood or have been with us since the beginning, you are appreciated.  
You’re part of something powerful, and together we are creating a future of 
which we can all be proud.

Thank you for supporting your local ecology institute

Your support enables students to discover 
science and nature at Pepperwood

When you become a Pepperwood member, you join a vibrant community 
of people who care deeply about the natural world and take an active role in 
protecting our natural resources.  Pepperwood membership means becoming a 
positive influence and sharing your passion for nature with the community.

Becoming a member has its perks... and so much more



In response to the devastation caused by last year’s Valley Fire—nearly 2,000 buildings 
destroyed and 76,000 acres burned, making it the third most catastrophic fire in 
California’s history—we asked for your help. Thanks to you, we built a coalition 
and major strides have been made to mitigate fire risks and improve the forest 
health of our region. This initiative fills a critical gap in coordinating research and land 
management efforts in California’s Coast Range region spanning from the Mayacamas 
Mountains to the newly-designated 330,000 acre Berryessa Snow Mountain National 
Monument.  In the face of climate change and increasing wildfire risks, we are working 
together to ensure the health of our ecosystems and the vital services they provide.

Solutions for safer communities from Mayacamas to Berryessa

 

FIRE MITIGATION AND FOREST HEALTH INITIATIVE

Partnering with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
The BLM is tasked with managing over 247 million acres—a full eighth of our 
country’s land mass. With such a broad scope, they must rely on local expertise 
to plan and implement conservation action and climate adaptation strategies. We 
were honored to be selected by the BLM to host a workshop that brought 60+ 
scientists and land managers together to share knowledge and discuss how to 
maximize the health of North Coast Range ecosystems in the face of climate 
change. “The BLM has engaged with Pepperwood to help build local and landscape 
scale partnerships that inform long-term monitoring and management strategies in 
the region,” said Miriam Morrill, BLM Climate Adaptation Planner. “We’re focused 
on understanding relationships between climate change, drought, and fire.” We 
look forward to a continued partnership!

Our workshop with the BLM bridged 
science and land management

photo by Sandi Funke

An operating manual for open spaces 

Imagine you are tasked with managing thousands of acres. What would you do to 
care for the plants and animals that call them home?  How would you prepare for 
the challenges presented by climate change, including shifting temperatures and 
more sporadic rainfall? How could you maximize the value of available resources 
including budget and volunteer hours?

Thanks to funding from the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation, Pepperwood 
has created a comprehensive Adaptive Management Plan for our preserve that will 
serve as a guide for other open spaces in the region.  Its 200+ pages provide insights 
into stewarding different types of ecosystems and detail how we monitor plant 
and animal life over time to inform our practices.  Many experts have contributed, 
including our Native Advisory Council Chair Clint McKay.

Returning prescribed fire to the landscape 

Prescribed burning has been used as a land management tool by the peoples native 
to this area for thousands of years.  Fire provides many ecological benefits—in fact 
many species of plants native to California require fire to reproduce. Over the past 
decades, fire suppression has led to massive accumulation of fuel loads, so when 
fire does occur in our wildlands it is much more devastating. Prescribed burning 
reduces fuel loads and lowers risk of catastrophic fires.

This summer, Pepperwood partnered with CAL FIRE to accomplish our first 
prescribed burn on a 7-acre grassland site overtaken by the invasive Medusahead. 
Our researchers are working with UC Berkeley to analyze fuel reduction and 
ecological impacts of the fire on the grassland. We’re also testing three different 
methods for reseeding the burn zone with native grasses to see which is most 
effective. Knowledge gained will help our region’s resource managers understand 
the best ways to implement prescribed burns and to restore vegetation in areas 
affected by fire.
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At the prescribed burn site (left to right): Megan Scheeline of CAL FIRE, Sasha 
Berleman of UC Berkeley, Michelle Halbur and Cassandra Liu of Pepperwood



 

CREATING CAREER PATHWAYS IN THE SCIENCES

Thanks to your generosity, youth at Pepperwood are falling in love with nature and 
learning how they can play a meaningful role in protecting the natural world. From 
elementary school through college, your donations provide unique opportunities 
for the next generation to get in-depth with science and nature while building 
critical skills they can use whether they decide to pursue a career in biology or 
simply make a habit of spending more time exploring the outdoors.

Equipping the next generation of nature stewards 

College students gain valuable skills at Pepperwood
Each year, hundreds of SRJC students use Pepperwood as a living laboratory 
to enhance their learning. Moreover, thanks to your support, up to 10 students 
each year now pursue immersive biology internships at Pepperwood. One 
opportunity, offered in partnership with SRJC’s MESA (Mathematics Engineering 
Science Achievement) program, debuted this spring as a 10-week Conservation 
Science internship giving three students invaluable hands-on experience working 
with biodiversity data. This fall we’ll be joined by four more interns!

“Having the opportunity to work in such an amazing place alongside dynamic 
models and mentors shaped my understanding and my commitment to land 
preservation,” said Sasha Ruschmeyer, an SRJC student who completed our 
Conservation Science internship in the spring.  ”Working at Pepperwood has 
inspired me to focus my education on conservation biology in hopes I can help 
connect our community to the land we so often take for granted.”

Our first Conservation Science interns from the SRJC (left to right): 
Sasha Ruschmeyer, Paulina Hernandez, and Parth Parikh

photo by Michelle Halbur

Remember the pressure you felt as a high school student trying to figure out 
next steps after graduation? Thanks to you, over 100 teens have been provided 
a unique opportunity for deepened understanding about the myriad of career 
possibilities, reflection about what is important in life, and camaraderie among 
kindred souls at a critical juncture in their lives.

TeenNat brings high school students together with real researchers in a 5-week 
summer internship, teaching them valuable skills as they explore careers in the 
sciences and make meaningful contributions to conservation research.  And thanks 
to you the experience continues long after the internship ends! This year, two 
program alums returned as paid TeenNat Assistants. They gained resume-boosting 
experience and enriched TeenNat for current interns through mentorship. This is 
just one of the ways alums stay connected.

TeenNat — exploring the outdoors and careers in the sciences

Students Conducting Environmental Inquiry (SCENIQ)
Thanks to you, science comes to life for over 900 area elementary school students 
each year!  Through SCENIQ, children explore our 3,200 acre preserve during 
two visits—one in the fall and another in the spring—discovering natural habitats 
and the amazing creatures that call them home. A Pepperwood educator visits 
the students’ classroom during winter to enhance science learning and continue 
the thread of the program. 

This season we asked our young scientists to reflect on what they discovered at 
Pepperwood. In addition to helping them process their experiences, their work is 
a great opportunity for us to see nature through their eyes. 

“I learned a lot about Pepperwood. Nature is so beautiful. My favorite thing is when 
I found the spider and it had babies on its back, it was interesting,” wrote a 3rd 
grader in our SCENIQ program.  Visit our website to read more stories!
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2016 TeenNat interns examine a 
catch while exploring Pepperwood



 

To view complete offerings including descriptions and registration details
please visit www.pepperwoodpreserve.org.

Highlights of this fabulous weekend 
retreat include an inspirational lecture 
by renowned author Faith Kearns, a 
hike with educator and wildlife biologist 
Margaret Boeger, and stargazing 
with California Academy of Sciences 
Astronomer Bing Quock.

FALL RETREAT
Exploration and Rejuvenation
through Hiking, Stargazing and Art

October 21st through 23rd 

$200 per person ($180 for members)

VOLUNTEER 
WITH US

MEMBERSHIP 
PERKS

Pepperwood members receive a discount of at least 
$5 on all classes.  They also get early bird registration 
- important because classes can fill up quickly!  Use 
the enclosed donation envelope to join or sign up 
on our website at www.pepperwoodpreserve.org.

You can make a difference!  Help with critical restoration 
projects on the following Saturdays: September 10th, 
October 1st, November 5th, and December 3rd. Or 
contact volunteer@pepperwoodpreserve.org to learn 
about other Pepperwood volunteer opportunities.

Led by master orienteering teacher 
Dr. Michael Papaik, you’ll learn to read 
topographic maps, take bearings to 
interpret and traverse the landscape, 
and discuss the basics of nighttime 
orienteering. An optional overnight  is 
available for an additional fee.

MAP & COMPASS
Orienteering Basics
two day workshop

November 19th and 20th 

$90 per person ($80 for members)

FALL & WINTER 2016 CLASSES & EVENTS
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SEPTEMBER
10th | Public Hike 
9am-1pm, reservations required, FREE

16th | Discover Nature: Climate Change 
and California Birds, w/ Andrea Jones 
6:30pm open house, 7pm lecture, FREE*

17th | Family Hike
10am-12pm, reservations required, FREE
 
24th | MEMBERS EVENT 
Morning Hike and Outdoor Yoga

24th & 25th | Family Overnight
2pm-12pm (next day), w/ Ginger Parish 
& Michael Gillogly, $25 

OCTOBER
8th | Public Hike 
9am-1pm, reservations required, FREE

9th | Geology of the Mayacamas
9am-3pm, w/ Rebecca Perlroth, $30

15th | Family Hike
10am-12pm, reservations required, FREE

21st | Discover Nature:  Relationship-
Centered Conservation, w/ Faith Kearns
6:30pm open house, 7pm lecture, FREE*

OCTOBER (cont.)

29th | MEMBERS EVENT 
Native Wisdom Night Hike

21st -23rd | Fall Retreat
see opposite panel for details

NOVEMBER
6th |  Field Sketching
9am-3pm, w/ James Freed, $45

12th | Public Hike 
9am-1pm, reservations required, FREE 

19th |  Autumn Watercolor Painting
9am-3pm, w/ Pamela Glasscock, $55 

19th | Family Hike
10am-12pm, reservations required, FREE

19th & 20th | Orienteering Basics 
see opposite panel for details

DECEMBER
3rd |  Holiday Wreath Making
two times: 10:30am-12pm OR 1pm-
2:30pm, w/ Heather Jennings, $25

10th | Christmas Bird Count for Kids
8:30am-1:30pm, FREE

Pepperwood’s hilltop Bechtel House, site of 
our Fall Retreat and Family Overnight

Kent Ustiantseff is a regular 
at our volunteer workdays

photo by John Hibbard* Indicates no advance registration required.  All other classes require registration.



Dwight Center for Conservation Science
2130 Pepperwood Preserve Road

Santa Rosa, CA 95404

BRINGING SCIENCE TO LIFE
Pepperwood is a leader in forging solutions to advance the 
health of Northern California’s land, water and wildlife. We 
use our 3,200 acre preserve as a living laboratory to engage 
nature lovers, volunteers, students, and scientists in applied 
conservation.  Pepperwood serves as a field site for cutting-edge  
conservation science, provides comprehensive environmental 
education for adults and youth, and hosts an innovative citizen 
science initiative.  Learn more at our website:
www.pepperwoodpreserve.org


